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Board Meeting
March 19, 2026


ROLL CALL

PURCHASE RECOMMENDATIONS

Following are purchase recommendations proposed by each university and the System Office. The purchases are to be funded from State appropriations or institutional funds as appropriate. Unless otherwise specified or indicated, purchases are based on the lowest acceptable bid. The vice president/chief financial officer and comptroller has approved all purchases to be funded from State appropriations in accordance with the Bylaws of the Board of Trustees and the General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure.

The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.

The president of the University of Illinois System concurs.

PURCHASES RECOMMENDED

	
	
	

		University of Illinois Chicago




	1
	Unit
	UI Hospital and Clinics

	
	
Item   
	
Purchase of Robotic Surgical Supplies and Instruments 
for UI Hospital and Clinics

	 
	
Cost
	
$28,325,000 (estimated) for a 5-year term from April 1, 2026  
through March 31, 2031


	
	Vendor
	Intuitive Surgical, Incorporated                        Sunnyvale, California


	
	
	UI Hospital performs minimally invasive inpatient and outpatient surgical procedures using surgical robots manufactured by Intuitive Surgical.  These procedures require the use of proprietary instruments, accessories and supplies that are only available from Intuitive Surgical.  Robotic surgeries are a clinical area of focus in the Hospital’s strategic plan, and the Hospital is recognized as an accredited Center of Excellence in Robotic Surgery by the Surgical Review Corporation.  Intuitive’s robots have been used by UIH since 2000.   Since the last award in 2021, the number of robots in use has grown from five to seven.  Award request is based on FY25 spend and an assumed increase of 10% per year for inflation and continued volume growth, especially as more surgeries are done robotically
This purchase is exempt from competitive selection procedures in accordance with the Illinois Procurement Code (30ILCS 500/1-13(b-5)).
Business Enterprise Program (BEP) goals are not established for purchases which are exempt from the requirements of the Illinois Procurement Code.

	
	
	

		University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign




	2
	Unit
	Illinois Quantum Microelectronics Park (IQMP)

	
	
Item   
	
Hilbert Quantum Computer for the Illinois Quantum Microelectronics Park (IQMP) Cryoplant facilities.

	 
	
Cost
	
$10,000,000 (Grant-tied estimate) one time purchase


	
	Vendor
	Infleqtion, Inc.                                                   Louisville, Colorado


	
	
	Illinois Quantum Microelectronics Park (IQMP) has identified a need for a Hilbert Quantum Computer that will be used to further research and development initiatives at the park.  

Purchased in its entirety with Grant Funds from the State, the Hilbert Quantum Computer may include the following components, in addition to other related and/or required parts essential to the operability of the quantum computer.       

Included components:    
· Optics and Lasers: lasers, mirrors, and lenses (similar to those used in microscopes, laser labs, or fiber-optic communication systems)
· Fiber optics and cabling: standard fiber optic cables and electrical wiring carry light and signals across the system.
· Vacuum cells: glass enclosures that keep the atoms isolated from air.
· Optical tables: large, vibration-isolated platforms that provide stability, preventing small environmental disturbances from disrupting the system.
· Cameras and imaging hardware: high-resolution scientific cameras that capture and monitor atomic behavior, similar in appearance to industrial inspection cameras.
· Electronics and servers: racks of scientific instruments pulse sequencers, amplifiers, and real-time control servers comparable to equipment found in advanced data centers or test labs.
· Environmental sensors: temperature probes, magnetic field sensors, and diagnostic cameras for monitoring system health.
· Power supplies: industrial-grade boxes that run power to other hardware.

This purchase is exempt from competitive selection procedures in accordance with the Illinois Procurement Code (30ILCS 500/1-13(b-8)).
Business Enterprise Program (BEP) goals are not established for purchases which are exempt from the requirements of the Illinois Procurement Code.

	
	
	

	
	
		         RENEWAL OPTIONS RECOMMENDED
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	3
	Unit
	Procurement Services

	
	
Item
	
IT Hardware and Software (Sheltered Market)

	
	
Cost
	
$85,000,000 (estimated) - One four-year renewal option for the term July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2030

	
	
	

	
	
Vendor
	
PIER Group, LLC                                               Jasper, Indiana

	
	
	
Competitive solicitation procedures were followed in accordance with the Illinois Procurement Code (30 ILCS 500/20-15).  This solicitation was conducted as a sheltered market request for proposal (RFP) as allowed pursuant to the Business Enterprise Program Council’s July 12, 2013, resolution.  Only certified Business Enterprise Program (BEP) participants were considered for award.
In July of 2013, the BEP Council reviewed anecdotal evidence and a disparity study and found that there is a strong basis in evidence to determine that discrimination is present in certain sectors of the IT/Telecom industry. The BEP Council declared that a sheltered market shall exist in those sectors of the IT/Telecom industry where a disparity has been demonstrated. 
The University utilized this declaration to solicit for IT hardware and software resellers that are certified BEPs.  This is only the second known sheltered market solicitation conducted by the University, the first was for IT consulting services.  The intent of this solicitation was to increase BEP participation for the purchase of IT hardware and software.
The awarded vendor will provide all the various detailed supplies and services specifically set forth in the Request for Proposal.  The RFP process resulted in one vendor award to PIER Group, LLC for both IT hardware and IT software.  This is a strategic award and will be usable across the University of Illinois System.
The initial Board recommendation listed the anticipated renewal as $30M; however, there has been significant use of this award, requiring the need to increase the proposed renewal amount to $85M.
PIER Group, LLC is a woman-owned certified BEP and 100% of their participation on this award will be countered towards the University’s BEP goal.


	
	
	




	SUMMARY OF PURCHASES

	University of Illinois Chicago
	$28,325,000

	University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
	$10,000,000

	Recommended from Institutional Funds
Grand Total
	$38,325,000

	
	

	SUMMARY OF RENEWALS

	University of Illinois System Office
	$ 85,000,000

	Recommended from Institutional Funds
Grand Total
	$ 85,000,000






