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ESTABLISH THE BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MEDIA, COLLEGE OF MEDIA, URBANA


Action:	Establish the Bachelor of Arts in Media, College of Media

Funding:	No new funding required


[bookmark: _Hlk159577751]The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate, recommends approval of a proposal from the College of Media to establish the Bachelor of Arts in Media (BA in Media).
The proposed BA in Media is an online degree completion program designed for students who have some college credit but did not complete a bachelor’s degree. It is designed to meet the needs of a wide range of learners, including those seeking a degree for career advancement, career change, or personal development and enrichment. Students will take classes across the three departments within the College of Media (Advertising, Journalism, and Media and Cinema Studies). The program of study is designed with flexibility in mind and based on the understanding that students will be arriving to the program with wide ranges of experiences and coursework.
Media skills and knowledge are in high demand in the workforce, and an interdisciplinary, flexible, online degree option for students in this area is an important addition to the College of Media and the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign’s portfolio. By removing barriers for access to a College of Media education, the program will advance the university’s collective land-grant mission and serve the state of Illinois by providing additional opportunities for upskilling and re-skilling. Graduates of the program will be poised for successful careers in the media industry and in positions in the business, government, education, and non-profit sectors that utilize media and communication skills.
Courses in the program are either already offered or are currently being developed for online delivery. Support for course development and redevelopment of online courses in the College of Media is provided by the college’s eLearning specialist, already on staff. The program will be supported through the college’s budgetary allocation process, which covers faculty and staff salaries centrally and flows to departments additional resources for instructional support. No new or additional facilities, significant improvements to existing facilities, or additional resources from the University Library are needed. No increase in faculty is required, as the college currently has the capacity to accommodate the expected minor increases in enrollments resulting from this program. Students will utilize existing career and advising services.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.


