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ESTABLISH THE DEPARTMENT OF POPULATION ORAL HEALTH, 
COLLEGE OF DENTISTRY, CHICAGO
Action:
Establish the Department of Population Oral Health, College of Dentistry
Funding:
No new funding required 
The chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Chicago Senate and the College of Dentistry, recommends the establishment of the Department of Population Oral Health.


The proposed department represents a reorganization within the college to accommodate growth in several key areas. Most faculty and staff in the proposed department are current employees of the college, primarily in the existing Division of Prevention and Public Health Sciences. The division was established in 2004 with two faculty and began developing the college’s community-based service-learning program for students in the fourth year of the predoctoral dental curriculum. The division now has five full-time faculty members, one part-time faculty member, and a network of 90 adjunct faculty who teach and supervise dental students in their extramural service learning. The division is responsible for Doctor of Dental Medicine (DMD) curriculum content in dental public health, clinical prevention, evidence-based dental practice, and interprofessional education. It also oversees the joint DMD/Master of Public Health program, conducts research in dental public health and oral epidemiology, and directs all community-based service learning in the DMD curriculum, which now occurs across all four years of the DMD. 


When the division was established, it was the only such unit within the college’s departmental structure. It retains that structure today, and division faculty currently have their academic appointments in the Department of Pediatric Dentistry, although none of its full-time faculty are pediatric dentists. The reorganization of the division as the Department of Population Oral Health will eliminate supervisory and administrative confusion and improve day-to-day functioning of the unit. It will be the college’s ninth academic department and will be organized with a department head who will also serve as associate dean for prevention and public health sciences. 


The new department has five objectives: (1) develop a hub for predoctoral education in clinical and community-based oral disease prevention and control; (2) create an administrative unit that is more representative academic home of the work that existing faculty and staff are already doing in the area of oral disease prevention and dental public health; (3) expand research in dental public health and behavioral sciences; (4) create and support a service-learning model for DMD students to increase their confidence and competence in providing oral health care for persons with disabilities; and (5) expand behavioral science teaching in the DMD curriculum. 
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material 

respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The 

General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of 

Trustees policies and directives. 
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs
concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.

The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.

This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.
