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ESTABLISH THE MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ANALYTICS AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN BUSINESS, COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION AND THE GRADUATE COLLEGE, CHICAGO
Action:
Establish the Master of Science in Analytics and Artificial Intelligence in Business, College of Business Administration and the Graduate College
Funding:
No new funding required
The chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Chicago Senate, the College of Business Administration, and the Graduate College, recommends the establishment of the Master of Science in Analytics and Artificial Intelligence in Business.


The proposed Master of Science in Analytics and Artificial Intelligence in Business aims to provide students with advanced knowledge and skills in artificial intelligence and data analytics for effective business decision-making. Participants will develop strategic and practical competencies essential for leveraging AI technologies to solve complex business challenges. Designed to align with industry standards, the program emphasizes ethical AI applications and offers hands-on experience with cutting-edge tools. This comprehensive approach not only enhances graduates’ job readiness, but also positions them as valuable assets in driving innovation and digital transformation within organizations. The program seeks to recruit students with undergraduate degrees in business, statistics, economics, computer science, mathematics, and the social sciences, as well as working professionals aspiring to integrate AI into their business operations.
The program will require 32 credit hours in coursework, including five required courses in relation to statistics and management, programming and data science, data mining, machine learning and statistical methods, and AI safety and ethics. The other 12 credit hours are satisfied through electives. The program will be offered through asynchronous online courses. However, each course will provide students with the opportunity to attend a weekly, interactive discussion session led by the instructor, allowing students to engage more directly with faculty and their peers. The program will also offer in-person networking events, career events, and professional development events that leverage the campus’ central location in Chicago. What differentiates the proposed program from others currently offered in the state is the emphasis on both business knowledge and the application of artificial intelligence. As such, the program will provide offerings in multiple business disciplines, including operations management, human resource management, marketing, accounting, and finance. At the same time, the program will provide students with a background in the informed, effective, and responsible use of AI, with a focus on ethical and safety considerations, as well as knowledge of the conceptual underpinnings of how modern AI systems work.
University of Illinois Chicago’s budget allocation process provides funding based on the tuition and differential tuition revenue generated by programs. No additional investment of funds beyond tuition revenue will be required. Moreover, the program will make substantial use of existing asynchronous online courses, and the course development process for three new courses relies on current faculty. It is anticipated that two additional full-time employee faculty will be necessary once the program is fully implemented, which will be funded through the increased tuition revenue resulting from additional students. Because the program is being offered asynchronously, the department does not anticipate needing new facilities. The program staff (e.g., graduate admissions, advising) will be the current staff already working with the college’s existing online MBA and MS programs.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives. 
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.

The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.

