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PRESIDENT’S REPORT ON ACTIONS OF THE SENATE
Revise the Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) Core Courses in the Doctor of Nursing Practice, College of Nursing, Chicago
The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Nursing, has approved the revision of the advanced practice registered nurse (APRN) core courses in the Doctor of Nursing Practice.
In recent years, the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) has developed “Essentials” that outline the necessary curricular content and expected competencies for graduates of Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) programs. This has led to revisions within College of Nursing curricula, including the current revision. 
Within the DNP program, students select one of 13 focus areas as a specialty concentration. Of these, 11 are APRN specialty concentrations, supported by an APRN Core (although not all APRN specialties require all core courses). This proposal revises the six APRN Core Courses. These revisions include: replacing a two-course requirement for some specialty concentrations with a combined physiology/pathophysiology course; replacing a course that had emphasized policy implications with a course focused on the APRN role, given that another recently revised course now addresses policy content; removing an applied pharmacology course from the core (as all DNP students will still have a required pharmacotherapeutics course); and improving how content is scaffolded throughout the curriculum with the goal of increasing readiness for clinical rotations.

Rename and Revise the Minor in Disability and Human Development, College of Applied Health Sciences, Chicago
The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Applied Health Sciences, has approved the renaming and revision of the minor in Disability and Human Development.
The minor in Disability and Human Development offers an interdisciplinary study of disability, focusing on overarching issues of inclusion for people with disabilities in areas of policy, technology, community, arts, culture, and health. The minor is being renamed from “Disability and Human Development” to “Disability Inclusion” to more accurately reflect the identity of the program and advances in the field.

The course requirements are being reorganized to include new options, remove outdated options, and provide a more focused selection of courses. Under the new curriculum, students will now have one required course and a choice between two recently implemented upper division courses. Additionally, students will choose two courses from a selective list. There are no changes to the overall credits required for the program (12 credit hours).
Establish the Minor in Sports Management, College of Business Administration, Chicago
The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Business Administration, has approved the establishment of the inor in Sports Management.
The minor in Sports Management will be open to undergraduates throughout the university. The minor will provide business and non-business students with a career path into a field about which many students are passionate. Students will complete four courses (12 credit hours total), including a required foundations course and three selective courses. The selectives reflect courses under a range of subject codes, including in relation to management, marketing, economics, finance, educational psychology, education, accounting, and communication. 

Rename the Undergraduate Campus Certificate in Medical Humanities, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Chicago
The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, has approved the renaming of the Undergraduate Campus Certificate in Medical Humanities.
The certificate in Medical Humanities (15 credit hours) encourages students to explore interdisciplinary approaches to understanding how health and health care operate in diverse cultural and social contexts. The certificate is recommended for students who intend to enter a health profession and wish to work more effectively in cross-cultural settings, but it is open to all undergraduate students.

This proposal changes the name of the program to the “Certificate in Health, Culture, and Society.” The current program title does not effectively convey the holistic and interdisciplinary nature of the certificate, or its emphasis on cultural competencies and the social determinants of health. In fact, the required and selective course options for the certificate program are from both the social sciences and the humanities. Moreover, the phrase “medical humanities” is often unfamiliar to students, who therefore may not appreciate the scope and value of the certificate.

Establish the Accelerated Joint Bachelor of Arts in Communication/Master of Arts in Public Affairs Reporting, College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the School of Communication and Media within the College of Public Affairs and Education to establish an accelerated joint Bachelor of Arts in Communication (COM)/Master of Arts in Public Affairs Reporting (PAR).

The PAR program currently attracts graduate students from throughout the country, but only a small number of those students earn their undergraduate degrees at UIS. The accelerated joint degree program, which will be marketed to undergraduate COM majors and minors who show an interest in pursuing a journalism career, will encourage students to consider this opportunity and strengthen collaboration between the COM and PAR programs. 
Students will be eligible to apply to the joint degree program after completing 60 undergraduate hours. If accepted, students must pursue a COM BA that fulfills the requirements for the Journalism /Media Studies or the Strategic Communication and Public Relations tracks. Undergraduate students accepted into the joint degree program who are seeking a degree in another discipline must complete a COM minor in either the Journalism/Media Studies or Strategic Communication and Public Relations minor tracks.

With appropriate advising, students enrolled in the accelerated joint degree program will complete at least 12 hours of 400-500 level courses in their undergraduate studies. Students who complete the COM BA or minor with the appropriate track who have maintained a 3.0 GPA will be admitted to the PAR program, where they can have up to 12 credit hours of their undergraduate work in 400- or 500-level courses waived from the graduate degree. 
In establishing the joint degree program, the School of Communication and Media hopes to retain some of its best students, who will be able to complete the two degrees in less time with reduced financial burden. No additional staff or financial resources are required to establish this program.

Eliminate the Graduate Certificate in Public Sector Labor Relations,

College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to eliminate the Graduate Certificate in Public Sector Labor Relations. Demand for the certificate has been greatly reduced due to changes in state requirements. The 12-hour certificate, which is housed in the School of Public Management and Policy (SPMP), was conferred to the last student enrolled in the program in Spring 2023. No additional students have been admitted to the program, so a teach-out plan is not necessary. SPMP has shifted its focus to curricular needs that better align with faculty expertise and student demand. 
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