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PRESIDENT’S REPORT ON ACTIONS OF THE SENATE

Establish the Concentration in Art in the Master of Science in Game Development, School of Information Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the School of Information Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the concentration in Art in the Master of Science in Game Development (MS in Game Development). A companion action item seeks establishment of the MS in Game Development, and companion report items seek establishment of additional concentrations in this program. The Art concentration will provide professional training for students interested in working in game studios, game-adjacent industries, or other workplaces where game-related programming skills are in demand. Students in the concentration will learn art development tools and techniques for games; how to work as part of an art team on distributed projects; and how to work with design, narrative, programming, and production teams to contribute to the broad and diverse effort required to develop and market a high-end game.
Establish the Concentration in Design in the Master of Science in Game Development, School of Information Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the School of Information Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the concentration in Design in the Master of Science in Game Development (MS in Game Development). A companion action item seeks establishment of the MS in Game Development, and companion report items seek establishment of additional concentrations in this program. The Design concentration will provide professional training for students interested in working in game studios, game-adjacent industries, or other workplaces where game-related programming skills are in demand. Students in the concentration will learn tools and techniques for designing games. They will also learn to work as part of a larger team working on distributed projects and how to work with art, narrative, programming, and production teams to contribute to the broad and diverse effort required to develop and market a high-end game.
Establish the Concentration in Narrative in the Master of Science in Game Development, School of Information Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the School of Information Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the concentration in Narrative in the Master of Science in Game Development (MS in Game Development). A companion action item seeks establishment of the MS in Game Development, and companion report items seek establishment of additional concentrations in this program. The Narrative concentration will provide training on tools and techniques for developing narrative games. Students will learn to work as part of a writing team on distributed projects and how to work with art, design, programming, and production teams to contribute to the broad and diverse effort required to develop and market a high-end game.
Establish the Concentration in Production in the Master of Science in 
Game Development, School of Information Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the School of Information Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the concentration in Production in the Master of Science in Game Development (MS in Game Development). A companion action item seeks establishment of the MS in Game Development, and companion report items seek establishment of additional concentrations in this program. The Production concentration will provide training on tools and techniques for producing games. Students will learn to coordinate multiple and distributed teams of designers, artists, programmers, and writers to contribute to the broad and diverse effort required to develop and market a high-end game.
Establish the Concentration in Programming in the Master of Science in 
Game Development, School of Information Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the School of Information Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the concentration in Programming in the Master of Science in Game Development (MS in Game Development). A companion action item seeks establishment of the MS in Game Development, and companion report items seek establishment of additional concentrations in this program. The Programming concentration will provide training on tools and techniques for producing games. Students will learn programming tools and techniques for games. They will learn to work as part of a programming team on distributed projects and how to work with art, design, narrative, and production teams to contribute to the broad and diverse effort required to develop and market a high-end game.

Establish the Campus Graduate Certificate in Agribusiness and 
Sustainable Food Production Economics, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the Campus Graduate Certificate in Agribusiness and Sustainable Food Production Economics. This certificate will provide students with the knowledge and skills about business and economics that are unique to global agriculture. Courses provide an overview of global production and the distribution of agricultural commodities and food products. Students will examine financing and risk-management decisions associated with agricultural production and analyze a broad range of modern issues facing the food and agriculture industry. Professions with high demand for this content include economists, agribusiness managers, food supply chain analysts, food and environmental policy analysts, agricultural investment managers, and agribusiness marketing and sales associates. The certificate is designed for a non-traditional, adult learner audience who do not have the time or ability to take on-campus coursework, with courses offered entirely online.
Establish the Campus Graduate Certificate in Dairy Nutrition for Udder Success, 
College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences 
and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the Campus Graduate Certificate in Dairy Nutrition for Udder Success. This certificate will provide students with practical knowledge about dairy nutrition and management and equip them with technical skills needed to optimize the health, nutrition, and milk quality of dairy livestock. Through a blend of theoretical knowledge, hands-on training, and cutting-edge technology applications, students will demonstrate the skills to formulate a ration that meets dietary and production needs, use artificial intelligence to optimize animal health, and investigate the nutritional impact of milk quality and its composition. Graduates will be able to create well-balanced diets that elevate the overall well-being and productivity of dairy herds. There is growing global need in agricultural production for this type of animal health and nutrition knowledge and a shortage of people with the knowledge and problem-solving skills necessary to match rapid advances in animal health, science, and food production. The proposed certificate will help address this gap, alleviating some challenges in food security and agricultural economic competitiveness. Professions with high demand for this certificate include veterinarians, livestock nutritionists, animal scientists and researchers, agricultural educators, dairy production specialists, and farm managers. The certificate is designed for a non-traditional, adult learner audience who do not have the time or ability to take on-campus coursework, with courses offered entirely online. 
Establish the Campus Graduate Certificate in Land, Agriculture, and 
Alternative Investing, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the Campus Graduate Certificate in Land, Agriculture, and Alternative Investing. Through a blend of theoretical exploration and practical applications, students will critically evaluate cost structures, compensation elements, and the potential impact of leverage on wealth management and investment strategies, ensuring a comprehensive grasp of financial complexities. The certificate will equip students with essential tax strategies specific to investing in land, agriculture, and alternative assets. Professions with high demand for this certificate include Certified Financial Planner professionals, Chartered Financial Analysts charter holders, experienced insurance agents, agents of broker-dealers, investment advisors, financial service professionals, bankers, lenders, credit union employees, researchers and educators of wealth management and financial planning, and financial portfolio managers working with land, agriculture, and alternative asset classes. The certificate is offered entirely online, designed for non-traditional, adult learners who do not have the time or ability to take coursework on campus. 
Eliminate the Concentration in Chemistry Teaching Option in the Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts and Sciences in Chemistry, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences to eliminate the concentration in Chemistry Teaching Option in the Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts and Sciences in Chemistry (BSLAS in Chemistry). Students interested in teaching chemistry are instead pursuing the regular BSLAS in Chemistry along with the minor in secondary education rather than the concentration in Chemistry Teaching. There are currently no enrolled students in this concentration. Prospective students will be advised to use the BSLAS in Chemistry and secondary education minor in lieu of the Chemistry Teaching Option. There is no impact on faculty, staff, or facilities as these are the same faculty, staff, and facilities that serve the other undergraduate chemistry programs.
[bookmark: _Hlk160125908]Establish the Minor in Health Information Management, 
College of Applied Health Sciences, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Applied Health Sciences, has approved the establishment of the minor in Health Information Management. 
The minor will be open to all undergraduates, providing a fundamental background in healthcare information technology, electronic health records and documentation, healthcare systems, data analysis, and quality. The 16-credit-hour minor will require two foundational courses (7 credit hours in total) and 9 credit hours of courses chosen from a list of selectives. The minor utilizes existing courses, all of which are offered asynchronously online in eight-week sessions. Students completing the minor will expand their employment opportunities within the healthcare sector, be better prepared to become administrative leaders, and (depending on selective choices) will gain proficiency in such areas as healthcare data analytics, information systems and structures, healthcare management, health information legal and quality issues, and information governance. 
Revise the Master of Science in Marketing, College of Business Administration
and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Business Administration and the Graduate College, has approved the revision of the Master of Science in Marketing. 
The MS in Marketing is a 34-credit-hour program with 16 credit hours of required courses and 18 credit hours in electives. The degree will be reduced to 32 credit hours, by reducing elective credit hours from 18 to 16, aligning it with other MS degrees in the College of Business Administration. Students will no longer be required to take prerequisite coursework, which had often been waived for students based on equivalent coursework or work experience. One required course in business intelligence and technologies will become an elective, and one course that had been a prerequisite (MKTG 500: Introduction to Marketing) will become a required course. The program’s two optional concentrations are also being revised, including changes to which courses are listed as requirements and electives. 
Revise and Rename the Concentration in Global and Multicultural Marketing 
in the Master of Science in Marketing, College of Business Administration 
and Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College Business Administration and the Graduate College, has approved the revision and renaming of the optional concentration in Global and Multicultural Marketing in the Master of Science in Marketing. The concentration will be renamed Customer-Focused Marketing. 
Students in the revised MS in Marketing must complete 16 credit hours of marketing electives. Nine of these credit hours (three courses in total) can be used to fulfill the requirements of the concentration in Consumer-Focused Marketing, which is comprised of a required course in consumer behavior and two of three courses in digital and social media marketing, multicultural marketing, and international marketing. The concentration provides training for students pursuing marketing careers that focus on understanding customers and market environments across countries and cultures. 
Eliminate the Joint Master of Arts in Economics/Master of Business Administration, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, College of Business Administration 
and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, College of Business Administration, and the Graduate College, has approved the elimination of the joint Master of Arts in Economics/Master of Business Administration.
Over time, the MA in Economics has become more closely connected to the doctoral program in economics, requiring a mathematics background beyond what is typically associated with MBA coursework. As a result, no students have registered for the joint degree in nearly a decade, rendering it effectively obsolete. Therefore, eliminating this joint degree option will have no impact on students, faculty, or the curriculum of either degree, both of which will continue to operate. 
Revise the Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education, 
College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to revise the Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education (BAEE).  
Revisions to the degree program include changes to both the core curriculum and the content curriculum. Changes to the core curriculum are being made to align the BAEE with the new Culturally Responsive Teaching and Leading Standards mandated by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) for state licensure, to include the new Illinois Professional Education Standards, and to accommodate a shift from state to national content standards. Nine hours of required coursework will be added to the BAEE core curriculum. The additional core coursework will ensure all graduates are eligible for emergency licensure in special education and have completed at least one course toward an English as a Second Language endorsement, two areas of extreme shortages in Illinois. 
Changes to the BAEE content coursework include modifying an existing course on early childhood and elementary math methods to incorporate pedagogical approaches to developmental math skills, as well as the addition of three new courses:  
· Mathematics for Elementary School Teachers
· Assessment with Early Childhood and Elementary Students
· Early Childhood and Elementary Writing and Literacy Methods 
The proposed changes to the content coursework for the BAEE seek to increase employment opportunities after graduation by providing students a broader foundational experience and incorporating courses towards a new ISBE endorsement in early childhood education. The strategic shifting of courses and curricula made to accommodate these changes ensure that, with proper advising, students can complete the BASEE with 120 credit hours. 


Revise the Bachelor of Arts in Middle Grade Education, 
College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to revise the Bachelor of Arts in Middle Grade Education (BAMGE).  
The goal of these revisions is to align the degree program with the new Culturally Responsive Teaching and Leading Standards mandated by the Illinois State Board of Education for state licensure, to include the new Illinois Professional Education Standards in the BAMGE curricula, and to accommodate a shift from state to national content standards. 
Changes to the BAMGE include adding 9 hours to the core requirements for the teacher education program. The additional hours include coursework that ensures all graduates are eligible for emergency licensure in special education and have completed at least one course towards an English as a Second Language endorsement, two areas of extreme shortages in Illinois. 
Curriculum for the Content Area Endorsements in English Language Arts, Science, and Math did not change significantly. However, the Content Area Endorsement in Social Science changed to include three new methods courses, reduce the number of required history courses, and expand social science options in socio-cultural studies, economics, political science, and environmental studies. The strategic shifting of courses and curricula made to accommodate these changes ensure that, with proper advising, students can complete the BASME with 120 credit hours. 
Revise the Bachelor of Arts in Secondary English Education, College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to revise the Bachelor of Arts in Secondary English Education (BASEE).  
Revisions to the BASEE include changes to both the core curriculum and the content curriculum. Changes to the core curriculum are being made to align the degree program with the new Culturally Responsive Teaching and Leading Standards mandated by the Illinois State Board of Education for state licensure, to include the new Illinois Professional Education Standards, and to accommodate a shift from state to national content standards. Nine hours of required coursework will be added to the BASEE core curriculum. The additional core coursework will ensure all graduates are eligible for emergency licensure in special education and have completed at least one course towards an English as a Second Language endorsement, two areas of extreme shortages in Illinois. 
The goals of the changes to the BASEE content coursework include providing students flexibility for completing the degree by addressing challenges that have delayed graduation in the past. Changes to the BASEE content coursework include providing choices for students to pick coursework of interest to them in the areas of literature, creative writing, linguistics, and technical/digital writing.
The strategic shifting of courses and curricula made to accommodate these changes ensure that, with proper advising, students can complete the BASEE with 120 credit hours. 
Revise the Bachelor of Arts in Secondary History Education, College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to revise the Bachelor of Arts in Secondary History Education (BASHE).  
Revisions to the BASHE include changes to both the core curriculum and the content curriculum. Changes to the core curriculum are being made to align the degree program with the new Culturally Responsive Teaching and Leading Standards mandated by the Illinois State Board of Education for state licensure, to include the new Illinois Professional Education Standards, and to accommodate a shift from state to national content standards. Nine hours of required coursework will be added to the BASHE core curriculum. The additional core coursework will ensure all graduates are eligible for emergency licensure in special education and have completed at least one course towards an English as a Second Language endorsement, two areas of extreme shortages in Illinois. 
The goals of the changes to the BASHE content coursework are to provide increased flexibility to students in completing the program, address a content gap in economics coursework, and reduce graduation barriers for students. Specific changes to the BASHE content coursework include:  
· A new required course on historical foundations of education 
· Requiring two socio-cultural studies courses
· Adding an economics course requirement
· Adding one global/comparative political science course

The strategic shifting of courses and curricula made to accommodate these changes ensure that, with proper advising, students can complete the BASHE with 120 credit hours. 
Revise the Bachelor of Arts in Secondary Mathematics Education, 
College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to revise the Bachelor of Arts in Secondary Mathematics Education (BASME).  
The goal of these revisions is to align the degree program with the new Culturally Responsive Teaching and Leading Standards mandated by the Illinois State Board of Education for state licensure, to include the new Illinois Professional Education Standards in the BASME curricula, and to accommodate a shift from state to national content standards. 
Changes to the BASME include adding 9 hours to the core requirements for the teacher education program. The additional hours include coursework to ensure all graduates are eligible for emergency licensure in special education and have completed at least one course towards an English as a Second Language endorsement, two areas of extreme shortages in Illinois. The strategic shifting of courses and curricula made to accommodate these changes ensure that, with proper advising, students can complete the BASME with 120 credit hours. 
Eliminate the Minor in Spanish, 
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences to eliminate the minor in Spanish. 
The modern languages program that houses the Spanish minor does not have a tenure-line position to provide Spanish instruction and to maintain and grow the program. As a result, the program has been staffed exclusively with adjuncts primarily teaching Spanish online. In addition, there are currently no language requirements in the UIS general education or honors curricula to create demand for Spanish language instruction. Without faculty and curricular investments, student interest in the Spanish minor and enrollment in Spanish courses has been low. Admissions to the minor have been suspended for several years to allow students who had declared a minor in Spanish the opportunity to complete their coursework. Now that the Spanish minor has phased down with no students currently enrolled, the program will be eliminated. 
