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Board Meeting 
May 11, 2017 

 
 

APPOINT VICE PRESIDENT FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
AND INNOVATION 

 
 
Action: Appoint Vice President for Economic Development and Innovation 
 
Funding: State Appropriated Funds 
 
 

President Timothy L. Killeen recommends the appointment of Harry 

Edward Seidel, presently Interim Vice President for Research, System Offices; Director, 

National Center for Supercomputing Applications (NCSA), Office of the Vice Chancellor 

for Research, Urbana-Champaign; Professor of Physics, College of Engineering; and 

Professor of Astronomy, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences; to serve as Vice President 

for Economic Development and Innovation, System Offices, non-tenured, on a twelve-

month service basis, on 100 percent time, at an annual salary of $270,000, and an 

administrative increment of $110,000, for a total annual salary of $380,000, beginning 

May 11, 2017.  He has served as Vice President for Economic Development and 

Innovation Designate under the same conditions and salary arrangement since April 16, 

2017. 

As Vice President for Economic Development and Innovation, under the 

direction of the President, Dr. Seidel will serve as an adviser to the president and other 

university leaders on ways to increase entrepreneurship and innovation across the U of I 
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System, and further develop a dynamic and nimble team focused on innovation and 

economic development.  In this newly restructured role, Dr. Seidel will work closely with 

the president to energize and lead a focused Economic Development and Innovation 

Office and he will work closely with the chancellors, vice chancellors for research, 

faculty, center directors, as well as other innovation leaders and staff in government 

relations, advancement, and public affairs. 

Dr. Seidel will continue to hold the rank of Professor of Physics, College of 

Engineering; and Professor of Astronomy, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 

 He succeeds Dr. Lawrence Schook, who served as Vice President for 

Research from September 16, 2011 through August 15, 2016.   

The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material 

respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The 

General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of 

Trustees policies and directives. 

This recommendation is forwarded to the Board, based upon a search that 

was conducted nationally with the aid of a search committee1.   

The University Senates Conference concurs with this recommendation. 
                                                 
1 Peter Pfanner, Executive Director, UIC Innovation Center, Chair; Anthony Augustine, III, Visiting Associate Vice 
President, Innovation and Economic Development, System Offices; Magdi Naim Azer, Associate Director, Applied 
Research Institute, UIUC; Jennifer Truman Bernhard, Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering and 
Associate Dean for Research, College of Engineering, UIUC; Benet DeBerry-Spence, Professor of Managerial 
Studies, College of Business Administration, UIC; Mark Harris, President and CEO, Illinois Sci/Tech Coalition; 
Ronald D. McNeil, Professor of Business Administration and Dean, College of Business and Management, UIS; 
Udatta S. Palekar, Associate Professor and Director of Supply Chain Management Program, Business 
Administration, UIUC; Nancy A. Sullivan, CEO and Senior Managing Director, IllinoisVentures; and Jami M. 
Painter, Interim Associate Vice President for Human Resources, System Offices. 
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I seek your approval. 

 
 

HARRY EDWARD SEIDEL 
 
 
Education 

College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia, B.S., 1981 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, M.S. (Physics), 1983 
Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, M.S. (Astrophysics), 1987; M.Phil. 
(Astrophysics), 1988; Ph.D., 1988 
 

Professional and Other Experience 
Skolkovo Institute of Science and Technology, Moscow, Russia, 2012-date, Senior 

Vice President for Research and Innovation and Professor 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 2014-date, Professor of Physics, College 

of Engineering; 2014-date, Professor of Astronomy, College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences; 2014-date, Director, National Center for Supercomputing Applications 
(NCSA) 

 
 




