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PRESIDENT’S REPORT ON ACTIONS OF THE SENATE

Eliminate the Concentration in Ecology, Ethology, and Evolution, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Graduate College to eliminate the concentration in Ecology, Ethology, and Evolution. Currently, this concentration is used by students in the Master of Science in Biology and Doctor of Philosophy in Biology (MS in Biology with a concentration in Ecology, Ethology, and Evolution and PhD in Biology with a concentration in Ecology, Ethology, and Evolution). Companion action items seek establishment of the MS in Evolution, Ecology, and Behavior and PhD in Evolution, Ecology, and Behavior. These proposed programs essentially supplant the existing ones, elevating the concentration to a major and aligning the name of that major with the department offering it. These changes provide clarity of the content and bring the program into naming alignment with program offerings by other departments within the School of Integrative Biology. Students enrolled in the existing MS in Biology with a concentration in Ecology, Ethology, and Evolution will transfer into the MS in Evolution, Ecology, and Behavior. Those enrolled in the existing PhD in Biology with a concentration in Ecology, Ethology, and Evolution will transfer into the PhD in Evolution, Ecology, and Behavior. There is no impact on faculty, staff, facilities, or resources.
Establish the Concentration in Trauma-Informed Practices and Pedagogy in the Master of Education in Curriculum and Instruction, College of Education and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Education and the Graduate College to establish the concentration in Trauma-Informed Practices and Pedagogy in the Master of Education in Curriculum and Instruction (EdM in C&I). The increasing incidence of trauma and its effects on children’s mental and physical health is significantly impacting students and teachers in PreK-20 classrooms. Illinois law now requires training in trauma and trauma-informed education (TIE) for practicing educators. Additionally, changes in educator licensure requirements around trauma and TIE are being explored. The proposed concentration provides the training required by State law and meets an urgent, growing need in the local, national, and international education contexts. Students pursuing the proposed concentration will realize the incidence and impact of trauma in their students and colleagues, apply trauma-informed practices, seek to eliminate the causes of trauma in their circle of influence and in the larger education system, seek to establish supportive relationships with students, and create safe educational environments that do not contribute to re-traumatization. The concentration will be one of the few TIE programs available in Illinois and across the country.
Revise the Master of Arts in Speech and Hearing Science, College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College to revise the Master of Arts in Speech and Hearing Science (MA in SHS), reducing the minimum number of total hours required from 66 to 54. In April 2023, the program increased total required credit hours to 66 to meet the standards for certification of clinical competence in speech-language pathology outlined by the Council for Clinical Certification (CFCC). The program has now identified that some students enrolled in the MA have already met a portion of the CFCC standards by having previously completed courses as advanced undergraduate students comparable to those in the graduate curriculum. This revision allows for a maximum of 12 credits towards the total to be waived for such students who have met the CFCC requirements. The waiver of these 12 hours, when applicable, will reduce the minimum total hours for the MA in SHS from 66 to 54. While the majority of students will still need to take 66 total credit hours to meet CFCC standards, allowing program faculty to determine when a waiver of up to 12 hours based on advanced undergraduate coursework completed allows students in that situation to complete the program and meet the CFCC requirements with fewer total credit hours.
Establish the Concentration in Design of Tall Buildings in the Master of Architecture and the Master of Science in Architectural Studies, College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College to establish the concentration in Design of Tall Buildings in the Master of Architecture (MARCH) and the Master of Science in Architectural Studies (MS in Architectural Studies). The proposed concentration provides students in the MARCH and MS in Architectural Studies the opportunity to gain the knowledge and skills to enter their professional careers as designers of tall buildings. The global number of tall buildings is increasing at a rapid pace. However, there are no programs that offer a graduate specialization in this area. With numerous experts in tall building design on the faculty, the School of Architecture is in a unique position to offer this opportunity for students.
Establish the Undergraduate Minor in Minoritarian Aesthetics, College of Fine and Applied Arts, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts to establish the undergraduate minor in Minoritarian Aesthetics. Minoritarian Aesthetics is an interdisciplinary field of study that travels across the aesthetic medium from dance, art, theatre, music, creative nonfiction, and design to highlight communities and voices of difference. Paying attention to how race, gender, sexuality, class, ethnicity, disability, and geography are studied, performed, and inform art practices, this field understands performance and aesthetics both broadly and as inseparable from everyday life. Focusing on performances across everyday life and acts on stage, students will learn to see expressive culture as critically as a staged production. Learning across multiple disciplines, students will have opportunities to create cutting edge academic work that honors both theory and practice. 
Establish the Graduate Minor in Minoritarian Aesthetics, College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College, Urbana

The Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College to establish the graduate minor in Minoritarian Aesthetics. Minoritarian Aesthetics is an interdisciplinary field of study focusing on performance and aesthetics as inseparable from cultural and social life. It values minoritarian practices, theory-making, and community involvement across the arts as a critical lens to examine the complex world. Through the graduate minor’s coursework, students will move across multiple disciplines and become familiar with seminal texts and scholars across these disciplines. This minor will accentuate intersecting fields of study and help prepare students to work across varying fields from curation to creative and theoretical writing to production of live performance. 
Establish the Undergraduate Minor in Semiconductor Engineering, The Grainger College of Engineering, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from The Grainger College of Engineering to establish the undergraduate minor in Semiconductor Engineering. The resurgence of semiconductor manufacturing as a vital and strategic sector of the United States economy has motivated a concerted effort to reorganize the related educational opportunities on the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign campus, drawing from disciplines in The Grainger College of Engineering. The proposed minor aims to provide a comprehensive introduction to semiconductors with many possible pathways for specialization, leading to a variety of professional opportunities for science and engineering majors. The main objective of the semiconductor engineering minor is to delineate a clear trajectory for students to acquire the competencies needed to emerge as future leaders in the semiconductor industry and in academia.
Establish the Undergraduate Minor in Data Science, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences to establish the undergraduate minor in Data Science. The minor provides students with a comprehensive overview of data science that includes a strong foundation in the basics, as well as more advanced skills such as modeling and machine learning. It provides introductory and intermediate depth to data science exploration. An interdisciplinary effort with the Department of Computer Science and the School of Information Science, the minor allows students to select domain-specific data science courses to couple with foundational data science course offerings.
Rename the Concentration in Health Analytics in the Master of Science in Biostatistics, School of Public Health and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the School of Public Health and the Graduate College, has approved the renaming of the concentration in Health Analytics in the Master of Science in Biostatistics as the concentration in Health Data Science.
The concentration provides training in biostatistical analytics, statistical methodologies and computational methods for problem formulation, computational implementation, and analysis and interpretation in diverse data applications in the health sciences. Other universities have now converged on some variation of the title “health data science” to describe these areas of study. As such, the “concentration in Health Data Science” will accurately convey the content of the program to interested applicants. It is also important to have the name “health data science” for internet search engines and social media to properly identify and categorize the program for prospective students. No changes to the curriculum are proposed. 
Eliminate the Concentration in Disability Studies in the Master of Science in Disability and Human Development, College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College, has approved the elimination of the concentration in Disability Studies in the Master of Science in Disability and Human Development. 
The MS in Disability and Human Development requires that students complete a minimum of 32 credit hours, and one of two concentrations: Assistive Technology or Disability Studies. The concentration in Disability Studies is centered on analyzing the research and scholarship that views disability not simply as a defect inside a person, but as a complex relationship between society and people who function differently from the norm. Concentration requirements include three required courses, two to three additional courses that focus on disability theory and research, either a thesis or additional coursework, and an independent study with a faculty member. Students in the concentration primarily plan to pursue research careers or work in advocacy roles. 
The MS in Disability and Human Development is being renamed and revised as the MS in Disability Access and Inclusion, reflecting changes in the field and the profile of prospective students who seek to work in a variety of professions and fields related to disability accessibility and assistive technology. Instead of offering disability studies as a specific concentration, its principles are embedded throughout the revised degree program and students learn to apply these principles to a wider range of practical settings. Subsequently, students in the degree program will complete either the concentration in Assistive Technology or a new concentration in Disability Accessibility. 
Establish the Concentration in Disability Accessibility in the Master of Science in Disability Access and Inclusion, College of Applied Health Sciences and Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College, has approved the establishment of the concentration in Disability Accessibility in the Master of Science in Disability Access and Inclusion. 
The MS in Disability Access and Inclusion requires that students complete a minimum of 32 credit hours, including three core courses, and one of two concentrations: Assistive Technology or Disability Accessibility. Both are comprised of courses that focus on application and skill-building within current approaches in the field. Students who pursue the concentration in Disability Accessibility complete four courses: disability accessibility standards and best practices, disability inclusion and organizational change, disability civil rights laws, and either disability coordination and services or disability access within arts and culture venues. Students must also complete 12 credit hours of guided experience working with agencies, families, and/or persons with disabilities. 
Revise the Bachelor of Arts in Human Development and Learning and Establish Four Optional Concentrations, College of Education, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Education, has approved the revision of the Bachelor of Arts in Human Development and Learning and the establishment of four optional concentrations in Early Childhood, Family Studies, Learning Design and Technology, and Youth Development. 
The BA in Human Development and Learning program grounds students in the theory and research that will enable them to work with individuals from diverse backgrounds and in a variety of formal and informal learning contexts and educational environments. The courses in the program focus on the processes and outcomes of human development and learning (HDL) across the lifespan (i.e., prenatal, infancy, childhood, adolescence, adulthood, end of life). Students will subsequently have the option to select a concentration that enables them to gain advanced knowledge in a particular area of emphasis. Students will use hours of HDL electives toward concentration requirements, and can declare up to two concentrations. 
The concentration in Early Childhood (9 credit hours) emphasizes emotional, physical, social, and intellectual development in context from infancy through age 12. HDL students have the option to take additional courses toward the Illinois Gateways Level 5 Early Childhood Education Credential, and the 9 credit hours required for the concentration apply toward this credential. The concentration in Family Studies (9 credit hours) emphasizes the role of families in human development and how to collaborate and work with diverse families in applied settings. HDL students have the option to take additional courses toward the Illinois Gateways Family Specialist Credential, and 6 of the 7 courses that can be used to meet concentration requirements can be applied toward this credential. 
In the concentration in Learning Design and Technology (12 credit hours), students learn to design effective interactive experiences, educational products, and technology-based approaches that promote learning across the lifespan. The concentration in Youth Development (9 credit hours) emphasizes emotional, physical, social, and intellectual development in context from childhood through young adulthood (ages 10-25), as well as asset-based approaches to creating and supporting spaces, programs, and organizations that facilitate healthy youth development. 
Establish the Post-Baccalaureate Campus Certificate in Global Public Health, School of Public Health and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the School of Public Health and the Graduate College, has approved the establishment of the post-baccalaureate campus certificate in Global Public Health. 
A March 2023 reaccreditation process served as the impetus to replace the interdepartmental concentration in Global Health with a campus certificate. The concentration was available to students in four programs within the School of Public Health: the Master of Public Health (MPH), Master of Science in Public Health, Master of Science in Biostatistics, and Master of Science in Epidemiology. The campus certificate in Global Public Health will be available to students in these same programs. 
Certificate requirements are distinct, depending on their associated master’s program. All students complete two core courses and an approved global health elective. For MPH students, the certificate also requires students to complete an applied practice experience course. MS in Public Health and MS in Epidemiology students must complete a research in public health sciences course, as directed by a faculty member, connected to the thesis requirements for their master’s degree. Instead of a thesis, MS in Biostatistics students complete a globally focused, discovery-based comprehensive exam where they apply what they have learned to solve a global health issue. 
Establish the Post-Baccalaureate Campus Certificate in Leadership – Leveraging Talent, College of Business Administration and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Business Administration and the Graduate College, has approved the establishment of the post-baccalaureate campus certificate in Leadership – Leveraging Talent. 
The Department of Managerial Studies is proposing four leadership certificates, each requiring 12 credit hours of graduate coursework. All four certificates include a core course (MGMT 545: Leadership and Personal Development) and address human behavior in the context of an organization, one’s personal leadership style, and the nature of change in organizations. 
Each certificate focuses on leadership applied to a specific area. The campus certificate in Leadership – Leveraging Talent emphasizes the knowledge and skills necessary to coordinate the activities of others. In addition to MGMT 545, students choose two courses from a list of options. Example courses include organizational behavior, human resource management, talent management, and negotiations. 
The leadership certificates can be taken concurrently with a degree at UIC or on their own. Students may only earn one of the four certificates, and all 12 credit hours must be earned at UIC. 
Establish the Post-Baccalaureate Campus Certificate in Leadership – Executive Presence, College of Business Administration and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Business Administration and the Graduate College, has approved the establishment of the post-baccalaureate campus certificate in Leadership – Executive Presence. 
The Department of Managerial Studies is proposing four leadership certificates, each requiring 12 credit hours of graduate coursework. All four certificates include a core course (MGMT 545: Leadership and Personal Development) and address human behavior in the context of an organization, one’s personal leadership style, and the nature of change in organizations. 
Each certificate focuses on leadership applied to a specific area. The campus certificate in Leadership – Executive Presence emphasizes the verbal and non-verbal abilities necessary to convey a poised, authentic communication style, particularly in spontaneous or impromptu interactions. In addition to MGMT 545, students complete 3 courses in networking and interviewing, speaking and presenting, and negotiations. 
The leadership certificates can be taken concurrently with a degree at UIC or on their own. Students may only earn one of the four certificates, and all 12 credit hours must be earned at UIC.
Establish the Post-Baccalaureate Campus Certificate in Leadership – Social Impact, College of Business Administration and the Graduate College, Chicago

The Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Business Administration and the Graduate College, has approved the establishment of the post-baccalaureate campus certificate in Leadership – Social Impact. 
The Department of Managerial Studies is proposing four leadership certificates, each requiring 12 credit hours of graduate coursework. All four certificates include a core course (MGMT 545: Leadership and Personal Development) and address human behavior in the context of an organization, one’s personal leadership style, and the nature of change in organizations. 
Each certificate focuses on leadership applied to a specific area. The campus certificate in Leadership – Social Impact emphasizes the knowledge and skills used to create social value for stakeholders within and outside organizations. In addition to MGMT 545, students complete a course in leading for impact and choose courses from a list of options. Example courses include social entrepreneurship and managerial effectiveness through diversity. 
The leadership certificates can be taken concurrently with a degree at UIC or on their own. Students may only earn one of the four certificates, and all 12 credit hours must be earned at UIC. 


Establish the Post-Baccalaureate Campus Certificate in Leadership – Inclusion, College of Business Administration and the Graduate College, Chicago

The Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Business Administration and the Graduate College, has approved the establishment of the post-baccalaureate campus certificate in Leadership – Inclusion. 
The Department of Managerial Studies is proposing four leadership certificates, each requiring 12 credit hours of graduate coursework. All four certificates include a core course (MGMT 545: Leadership and Personal Development) and address human behavior in the context of an organization, one’s personal leadership style, and the nature of change in organizations. 
Each certificate focuses on leadership applied to a specific area. The campus certificate in Leadership – Inclusion emphasizes the process of creating a team climate where individuals feel like they belong and their diverse perspectives and experiences are valued. In addition to MGMT 545, students choose courses from a list of options. Example courses include managerial effectiveness through diversity, managing globally, and women and leadership. 
The leadership certificates can be taken concurrently with a degree at UIC or on their own. Students may only earn one of the four certificates, and all 12 credit hours must be earned at UIC.


Establish the Minor in Writing and Publishing, 
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, Springfield

	The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences to establish the minor in Writing and Publishing. 
Housed in the Department of English, the proposed minor will prepare students to align their writing proficiencies with their interests, values, and communities. The minor is designed to appeal to students enrolled in disciplines and professional programs throughout the university seeking to advance their writing for professional, technical, civic, or creative venues. It is suitable for students who want to adapt their writing about their disciplines or professional fields for general audiences and public-facing publications. 
The 15-credit hour minor addresses foundational competencies in writing for different purposes while providing students with a broad selection of electives. The curriculum consists of one core introductory course in either Creative or Public, Professional, and Persuasive Writing, two 300- or 400-level writing courses from a list of eight options, one English elective of choice, and one publishing course in an area of interest. The minor, which will be offered in both face-to-face and online modalities, is expected to be a manageable addition to programming in majors across campus. Because the minor is based on established courses regularly taught by faculty, no additional costs are anticipated to implement the minor. 
Establish the Graduate Certificate in Clinical Chemistry, 
College of Health, Science, and Technology, Springfield

		The University of Illinois Springfield (UIS) Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Health, Science, and Technology to establish the post-baccalaureate graduate certificate in Clinical Chemistry.  
Medical Laboratory Science (MLS) professionals perform diagnostic testing on blood, body fluids, and body tissues within clinical/hospital settings. Their work is vital to patient screening, diagnosis, monitoring, and treatment. There is currently a state and national workforce shortage of MLS professionals, exacerbated by the pandemic, which significantly increased test volumes (e.g., COVID testing).  
The UIS MLS Program, which currently offers a Bachelor of Science (BS) in MLS, has observed an increase in the number of prospective students who already hold a baccalaureate degree in a non-MLS field (such as biology or chemistry). At this time, the only path to an MLS credential that UIS can offer prospective students is to earn a second baccalaureate degree by completing the entire MLS BS curriculum. 
The addition of the graduate certificate in Clinical Chemistry into the MLS program is a strategic initiative to address both student needs and local workforce needs. 
The 12-credit hour, post-baccalaureate graduate certificate creates a “bridge program” that provides a path to an MLS credential for students in a shorter timeframe with less financial burden than completing the full MLS BS. Graduate certificate students will complete a blend of classroom, online, laboratory, and clinical learning experiences to gain the medical laboratory expertise necessary to perform the full range of laboratory testing within the MLS discipline of clinical chemistry. 
Candidates seeking a graduate certificate in Clinical Chemistry must hold a baccalaureate degree in biological science or chemistry or a baccalaureate degree with a combination of 30 semester hours (45 quarter hours) in biology and chemistry and one semester of statistics. Through on-campus laboratory activities, students develop medical laboratory testing skills in a low-risk environment, evaluate the quality of medical laboratory testing, and learn to recognize and resolve errors at all phases of laboratory testing. To satisfy clinical learning requirements, graduate certificate students will complete 150 contact hours in the field, working side-by-side with experienced MLS practitioners in one of our clinical affiliate laboratories. 
[bookmark: _Hlk164153798]The UIS MLS program is currently accredited by the National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Science. The proposed graduate certificate will fall under the MLS Program’s current accreditation status. Upon completion of the program, clinical chemistry certificate recipients will be eligible for American Society for Clinical Pathology Scientist certification in chemistry. The graduate certificate has the support of laboratory leaders representing large healthcare providers and hospitals in the local area. 
Because the curricular structure for the proposed graduate certificate already exists within the MLS Program, no additional staffing or funding is required to establish the graduate certificate.
 


Establish the Graduate Certificate in Hematology, 
College of Health, Science, and Technology, Springfield

		The University of Illinois Springfield (UIS) Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Health, Science, and Technology to establish the post-baccalaureate graduate certificate in Hematology.  
Medical Laboratory Science (MLS) professionals perform diagnostic testing on blood, body fluids, and body tissues within clinical/hospital settings. Their work is vital to patient screening, diagnosis, monitoring, and treatment. There is currently a state and national workforce shortage of MLS professionals, exacerbated by the pandemic, which significantly increased test volumes (e.g., COVID testing). 
The UIS MLS Program, which currently offers a Bachelor of Science (BS) in MLS, has observed an increase in the number of prospective students who already hold a baccalaureate degree in a non-MLS field (such as biology or chemistry). At this time, the only path to an MLS credential that UIS can offer prospective students is to earn a second baccalaureate degree by completing the entire MLS BS curriculum. 
The addition of the graduate certificate in Hematology into the MLS program is a strategic initiative to address both student needs and local workforce needs. 
The 12-credit hour, post-baccalaureate graduate certificate creates a “bridge program” that provides a path to an MLS credential for students in a shorter timeframe with less financial burden than completing the full MLS BS. Graduate certificate students will complete a blend of classroom, online, laboratory, and clinical learning experiences to gain the medical laboratory expertise necessary to perform the full range of laboratory testing within the MLS discipline of Hematology. 
Candidates seeking a graduate certificate in Hematology must hold a baccalaureate degree in biological science or chemistry or a baccalaureate degree with a combination of 30 semester hours (45 quarter hours) in biology and chemistry and one semester of statistics. Through on-campus laboratory activities, students develop medical laboratory testing skills in a low-risk environment, evaluate the quality of medical laboratory testing, and learn to recognize and resolve errors at all phases of laboratory testing. To satisfy clinical learning requirements, graduate certificate students will complete 150 contact hours in the field, working side-by-side with experienced MLS practitioners in one of our clinical affiliate laboratories. 
The UIS MLS program is currently accredited by the National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Science. The proposed graduate certificate will fall under the MLS Program’s current accreditation status. Upon completion of the program, hematology certificate recipients will be eligible for American Society for Clinical Pathology Scientist certification in Hematology. The graduate certificate has the support of laboratory leaders representing large healthcare providers and hospitals in the local area. 
Because the curricular structure for the proposed graduate certificate already exists within the MLS Program, no additional staffing or funding is required to establish the graduate certificate.


Establish the Graduate Certificate in Immunohematology, 
College of Health, Science, and Technology, Springfield


		The University of Illinois Springfield (UIS) Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Health, Science, and Technology to establish the post-baccalaureate graduate certificate in Immunohematology.  
Medical Laboratory Science (MLS) professionals perform diagnostic testing on blood, body fluids, and body tissues within clinical/hospital settings. Their work is vital to patient screening, diagnosis, monitoring, and treatment. There is currently a state and national workforce shortage of MLS professionals, exacerbated by the pandemic, which significantly increased test volumes (e.g., COVID testing).  
The UIS MLS Program, which currently offers a Bachelor of Science (BS) in MLS, has observed an increase in the number of prospective students who already hold a baccalaureate degree in a non-MLS field (such as biology or chemistry). At this time, the only path to an MLS credential that UIS can offer prospective students is to earn a second baccalaureate degree by completing the entire MLS BS curriculum. 
The addition of the graduate certificate in Immunohematology into the MLS program is a strategic initiative to address both student needs and local workforce needs. 
The 13-credit hour, post-baccalaureate graduate certificate creates a “bridge program” that provides a path to an MLS credential for students in a shorter timeframe with less financial burden than completing the full MLS BS. Graduate certificate students will complete a blend of classroom, online, laboratory, and clinical learning experiences to gain the medical laboratory expertise necessary to perform the full range of laboratory testing within the MLS discipline of Immunohematology. 
Candidates seeking a graduate certificate in Immunohematology must hold a baccalaureate degree in biological science or chemistry or a baccalaureate degree with a combination of 30 semester hours (45 quarter hours) in biology and chemistry and one semester of statistics. Through on-campus laboratory activities, students develop medical laboratory testing skills in a low-risk environment, evaluate the quality of medical laboratory testing, and learn to recognize and resolve errors at all phases of laboratory testing. To satisfy clinical learning requirements, graduate certificate students will complete 150 contact hours in the field, working side-by-side with experienced MLS practitioners in one of our clinical affiliate laboratories. 
The UIS MLS Program is currently accredited by the National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Science. The proposed graduate certificate will fall under the MLS Program’s current accreditation status. Upon completion of the program, immunohematology certificate recipients will be eligible for American Society for Clinical Pathology Scientist certification in immunohematology. The graduate certificate has the support of laboratory leaders representing large healthcare providers and hospitals in the local area. 
Because the curricular structure for the proposed graduate certificate already exists within the MLS Program, no additional staffing or funding is required to establish the graduate certificate.


Establish the Graduate Certificate in Medical Microbiology, 
College of Health, Science, and Technology, Springfield

		The University of Illinois Springfield (UIS) Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Health, Science, and Technology to establish the post-baccalaureate graduate certificate in medical microbiology.  
Medical Laboratory Science (MLS) professionals perform diagnostic testing on blood, body fluids, and body tissues within clinical/hospital settings. Their work is vital to patient screening, diagnosis, monitoring, and treatment. There is currently a state and national workforce shortage of MLS professionals, exacerbated by the pandemic, which significantly increased test volumes (e.g., COVID testing).  
The UIS MLS Program, which currently offers a Bachelor of Science (BS) in MLS, has observed an increase in the number of prospective students who already hold a baccalaureate degree in a non-MLS field (such as biology or chemistry). At this time, the only path to an MLS credential that UIS can offer prospective students is to earn a second baccalaureate degree by completing the entire MLS BS curriculum. 
The addition of the graduate certificate in Medical Microbiology into the MLS program is a strategic initiative to address both student needs and local workforce needs. 
The 12-credit hour, post-baccalaureate graduate certificate creates a “bridge program” that provides a path to an MLS credential for students in a shorter timeframe with less financial burden than completing the full MLS BS. Graduate certificate students will complete a blend of classroom, online, laboratory, and clinical learning experiences to gain the medical laboratory expertise necessary to perform the full range of laboratory testing within the MLS discipline of medical microbiology. 
Candidates seeking a graduate certificate in Medical Microbiology must hold a baccalaureate degree in biological science or chemistry or a baccalaureate degree with a combination of 30 semester hours (45 quarter hours) in biology and chemistry and one semester of statistics. Through on-campus laboratory activities, students develop medical laboratory testing skills in a low-risk environment, evaluate the quality of medical laboratory testing, and learn to recognize and resolve errors at all phases of laboratory testing. To satisfy clinical learning requirements, graduate certificate students will complete 150 contact hours in the field, working side-by-side with experienced MLS practitioners in one of our clinical affiliate laboratories. 
The UIS MLS program is currently accredited by the National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Science. The proposed graduate certificate will fall under the MLS Program’s current accreditation status. Upon completion of the program, medical microbiology certificate recipients will be eligible for American Society for Clinical Pathology Scientist certification in medical microbiology. The graduate certificate has the support of laboratory leaders representing large healthcare providers and hospitals in the local area. 
Because the curricular structure for the proposed graduate certificate already exists within the MLS Program, no additional staffing or funding is required to establish the graduate certificate.


Establish the Graduate Certificate in Marketing, 
College of Business and Management, Springfield

		The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Business and Management to establish a graduate certificate in Marketing. The purpose of the graduate certificate in Marketing is to provide marketing, sales, and other related professionals or graduate students aspiring to pursue careers in marketing, with knowledge of: 
· How to strategically manage a company’s marketing mix 
· How to use digital marketing theory and tools to develop cutting-edge marketing 
· How to gather, analyze, and interpret marketing-related data to make decisions 

The proposed nine-hour graduate certificate will be housed within the Department of Management and Marketing Operations (MMO) and will enhance the portfolio options available to Master of Business Administration (MBA) students. With its focus on digital tools and marketing data analytics, the certificate is expected to be of interest to professionals looking for skills and tools that are currently used and sought by companies and organizations. The design of this certificate allows MMO to collaborate with other programs, such as the MS in MIS and the health care management certificate, as well as the use of one of the core courses of the MBA. The certificate will be offered in both face-to-face and online modalities and is expected to be in high demand as the MBA continues to grow its online program and maintain a stable number of students in its on-campus program. 
 No additional resources are required to offer the certificate, as the current faculty will be able to teach the three required classes that are needed for the completion of the certificate. 





