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	Board Meeting
	May 21, 2026


APPOINT MEMBERS TO THE ATHLETIC BOARD, URBANA


Action:	Appoint Members to the Athletic Board

Funding:	No new funding required


The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, recommends approval of Professor Eric Larson (BUS), Professor Yannick Kluch (AHS), Ms. Lauryn Barnett (student), Mr. Ben Aranda (student), Mr. Jackson Gilbert (student-athlete), and Ms. Jana Mitchell (alumna) for appointment to the Athletic Board of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. 
The chancellor also recommends the appointment of professors Brian Quick (LAS) and Tiffany Barnett White (BUS) as Faculty Athletic Representative (FAR) to the Big Ten Conference and the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA). The FAR also serves on the Athletic Board. Professors Quick and White will be filling the two vacant FAR positions. (Biographical sketches for all the nominees follow.)
The Athletic Board is a committee of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate and serves in an advisory capacity related to the academic, administrative, educational, and other aspects of the intercollegiate athletics program at the Urbana-Champaign university. 
[bookmark: _Hlk137653957]The board consists of 19 members: two faculty representatives to the Big Ten; seven other faculty members; four alumni of the Urbana-Champaign university; three students; and three ex officio members without a vote: a designee of the chancellor, the University comptroller or designee, and the athletic director. A slate of faculty nominees is provided to the chancellor by the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate. The slate of student nominees is provided to the chancellor by the Urbana-Champaign Senate and the Student Athletic Advisory Board to fill one student position each. The slate of alumni is provided by a subcommittee of the University of Illinois Alumni Association. The chancellor reviews the lists of nominees and forwards recommendations to the president of the University of Illinois System for action by the Board of Trustees.
The university’s two FARs are charged with ensuring a close relationship between the Division of Intercollegiate Athletics (DIA) and the university’s faculty. One of the primary responsibilities placed on FARs by the NCAA is, in coordination with the athletic director, sports’ head coaches, and a student-athlete representative, to conduct an annual end-of-year review of each sport’s student-athlete time management plan to ensure compliance with required overnight and days off time away from the sport. Additional duties of the FARs include being active participants in DIA efforts related to academic integrity, student-athlete well-being, and overall institutional control of the athletics program. 
The FARs shall serve at the pleasure of the chancellor, but for a period not to exceed 10 years (barring extenuating circumstances as determined by the chancellor).
Under NCAA and conference Bylaws, procedures, and practices, the FARs: 
· Certify the eligibility of student-athletes to compete in intercollegiate athletics. 
· Participate in the institutional reporting process for all NCAA infractions. 
· Approve the submission of all eligibility waivers and petitions to the NCAA and conference. 
· Approve outside competition for student-athletes. 
· Request and/or appeal interpretations of rules from the NCAA Interpretation Committee. 
· Return phone calls from prospective student-athletes and/or their family members. 
· Participate in the NCAA Enforcement and Infractions process, as well as any appeals related to infractions. 

Serving as the DIA representatives to the NCAA and the Big Ten Conference, FARs are responsible for formal communication between the university and these two organizations, including reporting rules violations to these conferences. The FARs are commonly called upon to support student-athlete nominations for various conference and national academic awards. 
In addition, the FARs are regularly informed by the director of athletics and the DIA administration of significant matters related to student-athlete welfare and they may, as appropriate, participate in program reviews and investigations regarding matters related to student-athlete welfare or academics.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.

Eric C. Larson (teaching professor, BUS)
Eric C. Larson is a passionate teacher and sports fan, with a special interest in Illini Athletics. A three-time Academic All-Conference golfer at Colorado State, he proved to be a better student than athlete. Professor Larson worked in industry and technology consulting for 14 years and then earned a PhD in information systems from the University of Minnesota before joining the Gies College of Business in 2012.He is a demanding, award-winning, and compassionate professor for all of his students. He has taught students from diverse backgrounds, including every Illini sport and has been recognized with the Campus Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching and Poets & Quants Top 50 Undergraduate Business Professors. He has volunteered at four NCAA Golf Championships (men’s and women’s), seeks to connect the academic and athletic aspects of our university, mentors student-athletes in his courses, and advocates generally for an exceptional experience for all students. 

Yannick Kluch (assistant professor, AHS)
Dr. Yannick Kluch (Department of Recreation, Sport and Tourism) is an assistant professor of sport management and a nationally recognized expert on intercollegiate sport governance, diversity/equity/inclusion (DEI), and the experiences of minority groups in athletics. He has advised organizations such as the NCAA Office of Inclusion, USA Diving, the US Olympic and Paralympic Committee, and various athletic departments across the U.S. on matters related to inclusive sport governance. Drawing from more than 10 years of experience advocating for student-athletes within campus communities and having served on committees such as the Applied Health Sciences Access, Belonging and Community Committee, he will bring to the Athletic Board a strong understanding of the educational mission of the university, robust knowledge of business and financial management in NCAA athletics, and demonstrated commitment to addressing welfare issues affecting student-athletes, with a particular focus on how matters of DEI affect intercollegiate athletics and the student-athlete experience. 

Lauryn Barnett (student, LAS)
Although not an athlete, Lauryn Barnett provides new perspectives to protect our athletes, helping them to achieve more physically and academically. She has served as a team manager for her high school’s basketball, football, and women’s volleyball teams and understands the hard work that goes into prestigious teams like the Fighting Illini. Her experience as head team manager inspires her to push for better funding for athletes who want to play intercollegiate sports but cannot afford that opportunity. She also values the importance of education combined with athletics. She has hosted group study sessions for her football team after practice to make sure all the players excel at the academic standards placed. She is a worthy nominee because of her dedication to the success of every athlete and to uphold the standards of the Athletic Board creating a stellar intercollegiate program of the future. 
Ben Aranda (student, LAS)
Ben Aranda is actively involved in the athletic bands. He is a rising third year member of the Marching Illini, serving as marching section leader. He is also a member of the Women’s Hoops Band. With a minor in recreation, sport, and tourism (RST), he has taken multiple sport-related classes in that department and has knowledge of sports marketing, management, sponsorship, and legal principles, all while he continues to drive to learn more through his academics. Mr. Aranda has future aspirations to become a lawyer practicing sports law, specifically contract law, risk management, and intellectual property law. He is an active member of the Pre-Law Advisory Council. Currently, he is working on research pertaining to athlete advocacy groups with his RST professor, where he is thematically analyzing athlete interviews to support sport activism and player rights. Mr. Aranda hopes to bring new perspectives to the Athletic Board and is eager to be involved.

Jackson Gilbert (student, men’s track and field)
Jackson Gilbert is a junior on the men’s track and field team. He is an Urbana, IL native majoring in recreation, sport, and tourism in the College of Applied Health Sciences. He is part of the school record-setting distance medley relay and is the men’s Track and Field Student Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC) Representative. Mr. Gilbert placed third in 400 meters at the Big Ten Indoor Championship (2026). His community service activities for fall 2025 include Fighting Illini Networking Night, Dr. Howard Elementary’s Hoot and Scoot Outreach, and Carrie Busey Elementary Pep Rally Outreach. His spring 2026 activities include MLK Day of Service with Feeding Our Kids (Eastern Illinois Food Bank), SAAC Super Sunday (National Girls and Women in Sport Day Celebration), Bottenfield Elementary School Celebrity Reader Day Outreach, EMPOWER Movie Night, and International Illini Craft Night.

Jana Mitchell (’85 BUS)
Jana Mitchell is a 1985 graduate of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign (BS in accountancy). Ms. Mitchell is a finance professional with 37 years of corporate finance experience. She spent most of her corporate career with Bristol‐Myers Squibb Pharmaceutical Company and its Mead Johnson Nutrition division. She was a core member of the team leading the division’s spin off and initial public offering. She led the development and implementation of the new Mead Johnson corporate entity’s compliance program, Procure to Pay, global process design, implementation, and leadership, including establishing creation and management of a global shared service center in the Philippines. In her second act, Ms. Mitchell provided independent consulting services in process and control improvement, corporate compliance, and shared services. Believing you are never too old to start something new, in semi‐retirement, she also began a career in individual income tax. Jana is now fully retired and lives in Urbana and focuses on giving back to the University of Illinois. She is secretary of the Student Affairs Advisory Council, newly elected president of the Illini Rebounders, and the alumna mentor for the Gies School of Business Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program, in which accounting students provide free tax return assistance to low‐income individuals. She has been named to the Dean’s Business Council for Gies and will begin her term this fall. She is a University of Illinois Foundation member and one of the inaugural winners of the Krannert Award. Ms. Mitchell is a passionate ambassador for Illinois athletics, regularly supporting basketball, football, volleyball, baseball, golf, and tennis. The many years she lived in Indiana, she held season tickets and made the seven-hour round trip drive for almost every football and basketball game. She served a four‐year term on the Fighting Illini Fan Council and has traveled across the country and to Europe to support the Illini.

Brian Quick (professor, LAS)
[bookmark: _Hlk176265347]Dr. Brian Quick is a professor in the Department of Communications at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. Additionally, he holds an appointment at the Carle Illinois College of Medicine and is the director of the Online Master’s of Science degree in Health Communication. His research focuses on social marketing and applying behavior change models to various fields. Professor Quick’s work examines how promotional messages and media portrayals create, change, and reinforce beliefs. He has served as Faculty Athletic Representative for the University of Illinois since 2024.

Tiffany Barnett White (professor, BUS)
Dr. Tiffany Barnett White is associate dean of undergraduate programs, professor of business administration and advertising, and Bruce and Anne Strohm Faculty Fellow at the Gies College of Business. She has served as Faculty Athletic Representative for the University of Illinois since 2018. She previously served as academic director of the Master of Science in Management (MSM) program at Gies. Professor White’s research explores the affective and behavioral aspects of consumer-brand relationships, with particular emphasis on the drivers and consequences of consumer (dis)trust. An award-winning teacher, she is consistently featured on the university-wide list of faculty rated as excellent by their students. White is chairperson-elect of the American Marketing Association’s Board of Directors, and she previously served as president of the Society for Consumer Psychology. She is associate editor for the Journal of Consumer Psychology and sits on the Board of Directors for Busey Bank (First Busey Corporation, NASDAQ: BUSE). Dr. White received her PhD in marketing from Duke University and BS and MS degrees in advertising from the University of Illinois.

