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ESTABLISH THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ENVIRONMENTAL AND RESOURCE ECONOMICS AND POLICY, COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES, URBANA


Action:	Establish the Bachelor of Science in Environmental and Resource Economics and Policy, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences

Funding:	No new funding required


[bookmark: _Hlk159577751]The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinosi Urbana-Champaign Senate, recommends approval of a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to establish the Bachelor of Science in Environmental Resource Economics and Policy.
The establishment of this major is part of a larger initiative in the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics (ACE) to restructure the department’s existing undergraduate program. Currently, there is a single BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, and students in this program choose from one of nine concentrations: Agri-accounting; Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Finance in Agribusiness; Financial Planning; Policy, International Trade and Development; or Public Policy and Law. Companion action items seek establishment of BS degrees in Consumer Economics and Finance, Financial Planning, Food and Agribusiness Management, and Public Policy and Law. Companion report items seek establishment of the concentration in Agricultural and Applied Economics in the BS in ACE and elimination of the concentrations in Farm Management; Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Policy, International Trade and Development; Public Policy and Law; Financial Planning; and Finance in Agribusiness. Ultimately, this restructuring will result in six bachelor’s degrees in the Department of ACE. The existing BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics will remain available with students in this major able to choose a concentration in either Agri-accounting or Agricultural and Applied Economics.
The Department of ACE has a long history of teaching and research excellence in environmental and resource economics. Students have demonstrated strong interest in environmental and natural resource issues, particularly in the context of climate change, sustainability, ecosystem services, and the intersection of economic development and environmental protection. As societal concern for environmental and climate-related challenges grows, so does demand for professionals trained in the economic dimensions of these issues, including cost-benefit analysis, market-based policy instruments, and natural resource valuation. Elevating the existing concentration in Environmental Economics and Policy to a stand-alone major in Environmental Resource Economics and Policy responds to this demand by allowing for a more structured and in-depth curriculum. It also better communicates the program’s academic identity to students, employers, and graduate schools, supporting more effective advising, stronger recruitment, and clearer professional pathways. As environmental policy continues to evolve, a focused major ensures students receive the specialized preparation they need to contribute to solutions at local, national, and global levels.
The proposed program is designed to meet the demand for professionals capable of addressing complex global environmental challenges through economic analysis. Graduates will be prepared for a range of career paths and further educational pursuits. Government agencies at local, state, federal, and international levels seek graduates for positions involving policy analysis, environmental regulation, and resource management. In the private sector, opportunities exist in environmental consulting, corporate sustainability, energy economics, and resource finance. Nonprofit organizations and think tanks frequently recruit graduates for research, advocacy, and collaborative problem-solving roles. Common job titles include environmental analyst, climate policy consultant, natural resource manager, and regulatory specialist. The curriculum provides a strong methodological and theoretical foundation for advanced studies. Graduates are well-prepared for master’s and doctoral programs in fields such as environmental and resource economics, public policy, law, business administration, data science, and urban planning. Their solid training in economic theory and quantitative methods enhances their competitiveness for doctoral programs. At the same time, the focus on policy and practical skills supports their preparation for master’s degrees.
No impact on faculty, staff, facilities, or equipment is anticipated since this proposal elevates an existing concentration to a standalone major. All the courses included in the proposed major are already being taught. There are no significant changes anticipated to class size, teaching loads, and/or student-faculty ratios.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.


