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ESTABLISH THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN PUBLIC POLICY AND LAW, COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL, CONSUMER AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES, URBANA


Action:	Establish the Bachelor of Science in Public Policy and Law, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences

Funding:	No new funding required


[bookmark: _Hlk159577751]The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate, recommends approval of a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to establish the Bachelor of Science in Public Policy and Law.
The establishment of this major is part of a larger initiative in the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics (ACE) to restructure the department’s existing bachelor of science degree. Currently, there is a single BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, and students in this program choose from one of nine concentrations: Agri-accounting; Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Finance in Agribusiness; Financial Planning; Policy, International Trade and Development; or Public Policy and Law. Companion action items seek establishment of BS degrees in Consumer Economics and Finance, Environmental and Resource Economics and Policy, Financial Planning, and Food and Agribusiness Management. Companion report items seek establishment of the concentration in Agricultural and Applied Economics in the BS in ACE and elimination of the concentrations in Farm Management; Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Policy, International Trade and Development; Public Policy and Law; Financial Planning; and Finance in Agribusiness. Ultimately, this restructuring will result in six bachelor’s degrees in the Department of ACE. The existing BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics will remain available with students in this major able to choose a concentration in either Agri-accounting or Agricultural and Applied Economics.
The existing concentration in Public Policy and Law within the BS in ACE was established in 2006. The proposal to establish a standalone BS in Public Policy and Law retains foundational learning outcomes in which students develop the skills and knowledge necessary for meaningful careers in public policy, including the ability to analyze, design, communicate, and implement effective policies that address complex societal issues, with particular focus on food, agriculture, and natural resources. The focus on food, agriculture, and natural resources is unique among institutions offering degrees in public policy and builds on the Department of ACE’s decades of nationally recognized teaching, research, and outreach in this area. Students will also learn about the processes of policymaking, and how to interpret, apply, and explain the theories, legal principles, and tools used in policy development and evaluation, prioritizing evidence-based approaches. The proposed major fosters a learning environment that encourages the participation of diverse perspectives in government actions and policy decisions. Graduates will be trained to work collaboratively toward serving the public interest, using data to inform policy evaluation and improve policy for better societal outcomes. The curriculum also focuses on developing visionary leaders who can analyze and evaluate information to address policy challenges, ensuring that policy design is thoughtful and strategic.
Graduates of the proposed program will be well-positioned for careers in public service, advocacy, law, and policy analysis. The strong foundational research, analytical skills, and effective communication also equip graduates for careers in business, consulting, and sales. With respect to graduate study, students are prepared for advanced degrees in law, public policy, applied economics, public administration, urban planning, and data analysis.
No impact on faculty, staff, facilities, or equipment is anticipated because the proposed program represents elevation of the existing Public Policy and Law concentration to a stand-alone major. All the courses included in the proposed major are already being taught. There are no significant changes anticipated to class size, teaching loads, and/or student-faculty ratios.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.


