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Board Meeting
May 21, 2026


ESTABLISH THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, COLLEGE OF HEALTH, SCIENCE, AND TECHNOLOGY, SPRINGFIELD


Action:	Establish the Bachelor of Science in Artificial Intelligence, College of Health, Science, and Technology

Funding:	No new funding required


The chancellor, University of Illinois Springfield, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Springfield Senate and the College of Health, Science, and Technology, recommends approval of a proposal to establish the Bachelor of Science in Artificial Intelligence.
Currently at the University of Illinois Springfield, undergraduate students interested in studying artificial intelligence (AI) have the option to do so by pursuing a BS in Computer Science with an emphasis in AI. Students are awarded a BS in Computer Science, but the AI emphasis is not listed on the diploma. Despite AI credentials not being included in the degree title, the AI emphasis has been an increasingly popular option for undergraduate UIS Computer Science students. This proposal will use existing resources to repackage current course offerings in Computer Science to establish a standalone degree in AI. 
The Bachelor of Science in Artificial Intelligence (BS in AI) will provide an educational opportunity for our students similar to the BS in Computer Science, but with an AI-focused curriculum and those credentials specifically noted in the degree title. Establishing the stand-alone degree will meet both the high student interest in and employer demand for AI training within the field of computer science, while the specific AI degree title will serve as a recruiting tool to attract potential students. 
The UIS computer science department is well-positioned to support a specialized undergraduate AI program. In addition to the existing undergraduate AI curriculum already in place, the department also offers a Master of Science in Data Analytics that covers both mathematical foundation and core areas of AI such as machine learning, deep learning, and data mining. The BS in AI will be complemented by the graduate program while also serving as a pipeline, as it is expected that many students earning their BS in AI will continue at UIS to pursue an MS in Data Analytics. 
The 120-credit-hour BS in AI, which will be offered in both face-to-face and online formats, will consist of courses already offered within the computer science department plus two new courses created specifically for the new AI major. The BS in AI will be housed in the Department of Computer Science in the College of Health, Science, and Technology. The department chair will have the primary responsibility for implementing the new program. 
No new resources are needed to implement the program, as UIS has both the facilities and faculty to support the stand-alone BS in AI. All courses will be taught by existing faculty. Class sizes and student-faculty ratios are expected to remain the same.
	The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives. 
	The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved. 
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.



