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RENAME THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN REHABILITATION SCIENCES, COLLEGE OF APPLIED HEALTH SCIENCES, CHICAGO


Action:	Rename the Bachelor of Science in Rehabilitation Sciences, College of Applied Health Sciences

Funding:	No new funding required


The chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Chicago Senate and the College of Applied Health Sciences, recommends the renaming of the Bachelor of Science in Rehabilitation Sciences. The degree will be renamed the Bachelor of Science in Health and Rehabilitation Sciences, with no changes to requirements proposed. 
		The degree is an interdisciplinary program that draws upon the research and educational expertise of the departments within the College of Applied Health Sciences: Department of Biomedical and Health Information Sciences, Department of Kinesiology and Nutrition, Department of Occupational Therapy, Department of Physical Therapy, and Department of Disability and Human Development. Students complete a total of 120 credit hours, including 64 credit hours of required and selective coursework in basic concepts of rehabilitation sciences, anatomy and physiology, statistics and research methods, psychology, ethics, medical terminology, rehabilitation case management, assistive technology, social and cultural history of disability, and health informatics. The program allows each student to develop a unique curricular pathway that suits their ultimate career objectives. Depending on their focus, students in the program demonstrate knowledge of a wide range of health professions including, but not limited to, medicine, nursing, pharmacy, dentistry, health informatics, biomedical visualization, nutrition and dietetics, physical therapy, and occupational therapy. 
		The content of the curriculum is not adequately reflected in the current name of the degree. The program incorporates more than an education in rehabilitation sciences, as it also covers health and health sciences. Thus, the current name does not accurately reflect the coursework, program objectives, program requirements, and expected learning outcomes of the program. Moreover, market research indicates that enrollment in “rehabilitation sciences” programs is declining nationally, while enrollment in “health sciences” programs is increasing. Therefore, adding “health” within the degree name may positively impact enrollment. 
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives. 
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.
