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PRESIDENT’S REPORT ON ACTIONS OF THE SENATE


Establish the Graduate Certificate in Disease Prevention and Program Evaluation, College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the Graduate Certificate in Disease Prevention and Program Evaluation. Both public health and online education gained momentum during the COVID-19 pandemic, and the demand for high-quality online options in public health programs has remained strong. The addition of the proposed certificate opens the door for students, including working professionals, to take advantage of the public health expertise available at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign in a cost-effective, flexible modality. This flexibility is expected to attract mid-careerists looking to pivot careers or specialize in a different area. It also provides a gateway for students considering a master’s degree with a lower initial commitment threshold. The proposed certificate provides an overview of health promotion in the United States, emphasizing designing impactful health initiatives that promote wellness in diverse communities with elevated health risks. The certificate is stackable into the Master of Public Health online degree, and students who utilize the certificate to complete that program will be poised to take on positions in preventative and community healthcare initiatives. 


Establish the Graduate Certificate in Epidemiology of Physical Activity, College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the Graduate Certificate in Epidemiology of Physical Activity. Both public health and online education gained momentum during the COVID-19 pandemic, and the demand for high-quality online options in public health programs has remained strong. The addition of the proposed certificate opens the door for students, including working professionals, to take advantage of the public health expertise available at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign in a cost-effective, flexible modality. This flexibility is expected to attract mid-careerists looking to pivot careers or specialize in a different area. It also provides a gateway for students considering a master’s degree with a lower initial commitment threshold. Globally, the prevalence of physical inactivity is high, which has significant implications for society. Promoting physical activity across the lifespan is considered a vital investment in public health. The proposed certificate provides in-depth knowledge in the main areas of physical activity: surveillance, correlates and determinants, health outcomes, interventions, and policy. The certificate can be stacked into the online Master of Public Health degree or completed as a stand-alone program. Graduates will be able to apply their knowledge and skills to lead efforts in promoting physical activity in a wide range of careers, including public health practice, research, and clinical health occupations.


Establish the Graduate Certificate in Trauma-Informed Education, College of Education and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Education and the Graduate College to establish the Graduate Certificate in Trauma-Informed Education. The incidence of trauma impacting the teachers and students in preK-12 classrooms in the United States is increasing. Despite the increase, teachers report having little or no training to support students in their classrooms who are experiencing the impacts of trauma. Research supports the critical need for trauma-informed educators, and the state of Illinois passed legislation requiring all pre-service and practicing teachers to participate in training on trauma and trauma-informed education. Recipients of this proposed certificate will be prepared to plan, implement, and advocate for trauma-informed learning environments for all children and youth based on the participants’ awareness of the impact of trauma on teaching and learning and their knowledge of effective trauma-informed principles and practices. The certificate is designed for practicing educators who work with children and youth in classrooms or other education contexts such as school counselors, administrators, and other related service providers. It addresses the six target content areas identified by the state of Illinois’ relevant legislation, which will require training in trauma and trauma-informed education for professionals holding a Professional Educator License in Illinois. The certificate can also stack into the Master of Education in Curriculum and Instruction’s concentration in Trauma-Informed Practice and Pedagogy if participants choose to pursue a master’s degree and further study in trauma-informed education. 
Establish the Concentration in Agricultural and Applied Economics in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to establish the concentration in Agricultural and Applied Economics in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics. The establishment of this concentration is part of a larger initiative in the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics (ACE) to restructure the department’s existing undergraduate program. Currently, there is a single BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, and students in this program choose from one of nine concentrations: Agri-accounting; Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Finance in Agribusiness; Financial Planning; Policy, International Trade and Development; or Public Policy and Law. Companion action items seek establishment of BS degrees in Consumer Economics and Finance, Environmental and Resource Economics and Policy, Financial Planning, Food and Agribusiness Management, and Public Policy and Law. Companion report items seek elimination of the concentrations in Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Public Policy and Law; Financial Planning; Policy, International Trade and Development; and Finance in Agribusiness. Ultimately, this restructuring will result in six bachelor’s degrees in the Department of ACE. The existing BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics will remain available with students in this major able to choose a concentration in either Agri-accounting or Agricultural and Applied Economics. The proposed Agricultural and Applied Economics concentration provides students a robust quantitative program to prepare them for graduate programs and careers in applied economics and other quantitative fields. The creation of this concentration provides students the opportunity to pursue a program that incorporates advanced statistics, calculus, and economics courses, while simultaneously taking advantage of the department’s applied economics expertise. It requires students to engage with introductory and upper-level agricultural and applied economics courses across a range of topics to ensure mastery across the broad field of agricultural and applied economics.
Establish the Undergraduate Minor in Military Leadership, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to establish the undergraduate minor in Military Leadership. This minor is designed as a partnership between the Agricultural Leadership, Education, and Communications (ALEC) Program in the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences and the four Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) programs at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. The minor provides ROTC students or others interested in officer-level careers in armed forces a theoretical background in leadership theories and concepts combined with content-specific training and development within one of the four ROTC programs at the university (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines). Doing so will provide future officers in these branches of the U.S. military a stronger academic and professional training experience. Currently, students who complete ROTC courses are not able to use these courses as more than free electives in their degree programs. Establishment of this minor provides an opportunity for formal recognition of their academic work.
As it is open to all students regardless of ROTC engagement, the minor supports the university-wide goals of developing civic-minded, service-oriented leaders. Students who complete the minor will be prepared for careers in military service as commissioned officers, as well as for leadership roles in federal agencies, emergency management, public service, law enforcement, and other civilian professions requiring strong ethical decision-making, resilience, and team-based leadership. The minor will also support students interested in pursuing graduate education in public administration, international affairs, or leadership studies.
Revise the Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre, College of Fine and Applied Arts, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts to revise the Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre. The Department of Theatre’s update of its program reduces the number of required core courses, freeing up previously specified requirements. With this reduction, there is no need to have a 128-hour degree when the campus’ minimum for bachelor’s degrees is 120, so the program’s total minimum required hours will be reduced from 128 to 120.
Revise the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to revise the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics. The revision of this major is part of a larger initiative in the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics (ACE) to restructure the department’s existing undergraduate program. Currently, there is a single BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, and students in this program choose from one of nine concentrations: Agri-accounting; Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Finance in Agribusiness; Financial Planning; Policy, International Trade and Development; or Public Policy and Law. Companion action items seek establishment of BS degrees in Consumer Economics and Finance, Environmental and Resource Economics and Policy, Financial Planning, Food and Agribusiness Management, and Public Policy and Law. Companion report items seek establishment of the concentration in Agricultural and Applied Economics in the BS in ACE and elimination of the concentrations in Farm Management; Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Policy, International Trade and Development; Public Policy and Law; Financial Planning; and Finance in Agribusiness. Ultimately, this restructuring will result in six bachelor’s degrees in the Department of ACE. The existing BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics will remain available with students in this major able to choose a concentration in either Agri-accounting or Agricultural and Applied Economics. The revision to the BS in ACE includes updates to the curriculum to reflect current offerings and a reduction in the total minimum hours required from 126 to 120.
Rename the Concentration in Performance and Literature in the Doctor of Musical Arts in Music, College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College to rename the concentration in Performance and Literature in the Doctor of Musical Arts in Music. In the last accreditation review of the School of Music, the report flagged the name of the Performance and Literature concentration in the Doctor of Musical Arts as out of compliance with their standards because the degree does not contain a literature requirement in its curricular table. School of Music faculty voted to change the name of this concentration from “Performance and Literature” to “Performance,” putting the program back in compliance. It also aligns the Doctor of Musical Arts’ offerings with more peer institutions’ programs.
Revise the Master of Health Administration in Health Administration, College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College to revise the Master of Health Administration in Health Administration. In addition to updating the curriculum to reflect current offerings, the total minimum credit hours required are reduced from 52 to 48. This adjustment reflects an ongoing effort to streamline the curriculum while preserving the rigor, competency alignment, and professional preparation expected of an accredited graduate program in health administration.
Revise the Doctor of Medicine in Medicine, Carle Illinois College of Medicine, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the Carle Illinois College of Medicine to revise the Doctor of Medicine in Medicine. The proposed revisions update the curriculum to reflect current offerings and reduces the number of required elective hours. Compared to peers, the MD program at the Carle Illinois College of Medicine currently has an overabundance of required elective hours. This proposal revises the requirements to reduce those required elective hours to better align with other medical schools. On average, most medical schools require 20 to 24 hours of electives. This program currently requires 40 elective hours. The proposed revision reduces this number to 30, maintaining that 20 of these hours need to be clinical electives. Due to the focus of the curriculum on research and innovation, there is then flexibility for students to have the option to take at least ten hours of electives related to non-clinical topics. Overall, the total minimum required hours for the program is reduced from 202 to 189.
Eliminate the Joint Bachelor of Science in Community Health and Master of Public Health in Public Health, College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College to eliminate the joint Bachelor of Science in Community Health and Master of Public Health in Public Health. This elimination is part of a larger initiative in the Department of Health and Kinesiology to revise the curriculum in Community/Public Health, eliminating programs in community health and replacing them with programs in public health. With the department’s proposal to eliminate the Bachelor of Science in Community Health and replace it with a Bachelor of Science in Public Health, which was approved by the Board of Trustees in March 2026 and currently pending IBHE review, the department needs to eliminate the joint bachelors-masters programs that incorporate the BS in Community Health. Upon IBHE’s review and approval of the new public health program, the department will propose a new joint program between the BS in Public Health and the MPH in Public Health. The program will be eliminated via phasedown so that any students currently enrolled in this joint program will be able to complete it.
Eliminate the Concentration in Farm Management in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to eliminate the concentration in Farm Management in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics. The elimination of this concentration is part of a larger initiative in the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics (ACE) to restructure the department’s existing undergraduate program. Currently, there is a single BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, and students in this program choose from one of nine concentrations: Agri-accounting; Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Finance in Agribusiness; Financial Planning; Policy, International Trade and Development; or Public Policy and Law. Companion action items seek establishment of BS degrees in Consumer Economics and Finance, Environmental and Resource Economics and Policy, Financial Planning, Food and Agribusiness Management, and Public Policy and Law. Companion report items seek establishment of the concentration in Agricultural and Applied Economics in the BS in ACE and elimination of the concentrations in Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Policy, International Trade and Development; Public Policy and Law; Financial Planning; and Finance in Agribusiness. Ultimately, this restructuring will result in six bachelor’s degrees in the Department of ACE. The existing BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics will remain available with students in this major able to choose a concentration in either Agri-accounting or Agricultural and Applied Economics. The Farm Management concentration will be eliminated via phasedown, allowing any currently enrolled students to complete the program in which they are enrolled. It will be consolidated into the proposed Food and Agribusiness Management (FAM) major. This new program retains the applied focus of farm management, allowing students interested in production agriculture to continue to find relevant coursework and pathways within the FAM concentration.
Eliminate the Concentration in Agribusiness, Markets and Management in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to eliminate the concentration in Agribusiness, Markets and Management in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics. The elimination of this concentration is part of a larger initiative in the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics (ACE) to restructure the department’s existing undergraduate program. Currently, there is a single BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, and students in this program choose from one of nine concentrations: Agri-accounting; Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Finance in Agribusiness; Financial Planning; Policy, International Trade and Development; or Public Policy and Law. Companion action items seek establishment of BS degrees in Consumer Economics and Finance, Environmental and Resource Economics and Policy, Financial Planning, Food and Agribusiness Management, and Public Policy and Law. Companion report items seek establishment of the concentration in Agricultural and Applied Economics in the BS in ACE and elimination of the concentrations in Farm Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Policy, International Trade and Development; Public Policy and Law; Financial Planning; and Finance in Agribusiness. Ultimately, this restructuring will result in six bachelor’s degrees in the Department of ACE. The existing BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics will remain available with students in this major able to choose a concentration in either Agri-accounting or Agricultural and Applied Economics. The Agribusiness, Markets and Management concentration will be eliminated via phasedown, allowing any currently enrolled students to complete the program in which they are enrolled. It will be consolidated into the proposed Food and Agribusiness Management (FAM) major. This proposed program retains the core content and faculty expertise of Agribusiness, Markets and Management while offering a more modern, accessible program identity that aligns with student expectations, urban student backgrounds, and industry trends.
Eliminate the Concentration in Consumer Economics and Finance in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to eliminate the concentration in Consumer Economics and Finance in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics. The elimination of this concentration is part of a larger initiative in the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics (ACE) to restructure the department’s existing undergraduate program. Currently, there is a single BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, and students in this program choose from one of nine concentrations: Agri-accounting; Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Finance in Agribusiness; Financial Planning; Policy, International Trade and Development; or Public Policy and Law. Companion action items seek establishment of BS degrees in Consumer Economics and Finance, Environmental and Resource Economics and Policy, Financial Planning, Food and Agribusiness Management, and Public Policy and Law. Companion report items seek establishment of the concentration in Agricultural and Applied Economics in the BS in ACE and elimination of the concentrations in Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Policy, International Trade and Development; Public Policy and Law; Financial Planning; and Finance in Agribusiness. Ultimately, this restructuring will result in six bachelor’s degrees in the Department of ACE. The existing BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics will remain available with students in this major able to choose a concentration in either Agri-accounting or Agricultural and Applied Economics. The Consumer Economics and Finance concentration will be eliminated via phasedown, allowing any currently enrolled students to complete the program in which they are enrolled. It will be elevated to a standalone major in Consumer Economics and Finance, allowing for a more intentional, cohesive curriculum that reflects the evolving expectations of both industry and graduate programs.
Eliminate the Concentration in Environmental Economics and Policy in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to eliminate the concentration in Environmental Economics and Policy in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics. The elimination of this concentration is part of a larger initiative in the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics (ACE) to restructure the department’s existing undergraduate program. Currently, there is a single BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, and students in this program choose from one of nine concentrations: Agri-accounting; Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Finance in Agribusiness; Financial Planning; Policy, International Trade and Development; or Public Policy and Law. Companion action items seek establishment of BS degrees in Consumer Economics and Finance, Environmental and Resource Economics and Policy, Financial Planning, Food and Agribusiness Management, and Public Policy and Law. Companion report items seek establishment of the concentration in Agricultural and Applied Economics in the BS in ACE and elimination of the concentrations in Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Farm Management; Policy, International Trade and Development; Public Policy and Law; Financial Planning; and Finance in Agribusiness. Ultimately, this restructuring will result in six bachelor’s degrees in the Department of ACE. The existing BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics will remain available with students in this major able to choose a concentration in either Agri-accounting or Agricultural and Applied Economics. The Environmental Economics and Policy concentration will be eliminated via phasedown, allowing any currently enrolled students to complete the program in which they are enrolled. It will be elevated to a stand-alone major in Environmental and Resource Economics and Policy, which better communicates the program’s identity to students, employers, and graduate schools, supporting more effective advising, stronger recruitment, and clearer professional pathways.
Eliminate the Concentration in Policy, International Trade and Development in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to eliminate the concentration in Policy, International Trade and Development in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics. The elimination of this concentration is part of a larger initiative in the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics (ACE) to restructure the department’s existing undergraduate program. Currently, there is a single BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, and students in this program choose from one of nine concentrations: Agri-accounting; Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Finance in Agribusiness; Financial Planning; Policy, International Trade and Development; or Public Policy and Law. Companion action items seek establishment of BS degrees in Consumer Economics and Finance, Environmental and Resource Economics and Policy, Financial Planning, Food and Agribusiness Management, and Public Policy and Law. Companion report items seek establishment of the concentration in Agricultural and Applied Economics in the BS in ACE and elimination of the concentrations in Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Public Policy and Law; Financial Planning; and Finance in Agribusiness. Ultimately, this restructuring will result in six bachelor’s degrees in the Department of ACE. The existing BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics will remain available with students in this major able to choose a concentration in either Agri-accounting or Agricultural and Applied Economics. The Policy, International Trade, and Development concentration will be eliminated via phasedown, allowing any currently enrolled students to complete the program in which they are enrolled. It will be integrated into the proposed Food and Agribusiness Management major to reduce curricular overlap and create a more streamlined and marketable program. Content of the Policy, International Trade, and Development concentration, such as global markets, commodity trade, and agricultural policy, will remain available within the Food and Agribusiness Management major.
Eliminate the Concentration in Public Policy and Law in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to eliminate the concentration in Public Policy and Law in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics. The elimination of this concentration is part of a larger initiative in the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics (ACE) to restructure the department’s existing undergraduate program. Currently, there is a single BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, and students in this program choose from one of nine concentrations: Agri-accounting; Agribusiness, Markets & Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Finance in Agribusiness; Financial Planning; Policy, International Trade and Development; or Public Policy and Law. Companion action items seek establishment of BS degrees in Consumer Economics and Finance, Environmental and Resource Economics and Policy, Financial Planning, Food and Agribusiness Management, and Public Policy and Law. Companion report items seek establishment of the concentration in Agricultural and Applied Economics in the BS in ACE and elimination of the concentrations in Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Policy, International Trade and Development; Consumer Economics and Finance; Financial Planning; and Finance in Agribusiness. Ultimately, this restructuring will result in six bachelor’s degrees in the Department of ACE. The existing BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics will remain available with students in this major able to choose a concentration in either Agri-accounting or Agricultural and Applied Economics. The Public Policy and Law concentration will be eliminated via phasedown, allowing any currently enrolled students to complete the program in which they are enrolled. It will be elevated to a stand-alone major in Public Policy and Law. A dedicated major improves advising, strengthens program identity, and better prepares graduates for careers in public service, advocacy, law, and policy analysis, as well as for graduate study in public policy, law, public administration, and related fields.
Eliminate the Concentration in Financial Planning in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to eliminate the concentration in Financial Planning in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics. The elimination of this concentration is part of a larger initiative in the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics (ACE) to restructure the department’s existing undergraduate program. Currently, there is a single BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, and students in this program choose from one of nine concentrations: Agri-accounting; Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Finance in Agribusiness; Financial Planning; Policy, International Trade, and Development; or Public Policy and Law. Companion action items seek establishment of BS degrees in Consumer Economics and Finance, Environmental and Resource Economics and Policy, Financial Planning, Food and Agribusiness Management, and Public Policy and Law. Companion report items seek establishment of the concentration in Agricultural and Applied Economics in the BS in ACE and elimination of the concentrations in Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Policy, International Trade and Development; Consumer Economics and Finance; Financial Planning; and Finance in Agribusiness. Ultimately, this restructuring will result in six bachelor’s degrees in the Department of ACE. The existing BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics will remain available with students in this major able to choose a concentration in either Agri-accounting or Agricultural and Applied Economics. The Financial Planning concentration will be eliminated via phasedown, allowing any currently enrolled students to complete the program in which they are enrolled. It will be elevated to a stand-alone major in Financial Planning, allowing for a more comprehensive academic framework that prepares graduates for success in a professional landscape.
Eliminate the Concentration in Finance in Agribusiness in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to eliminate the concentration in Finance in Agribusiness in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Consumer Economics. The elimination of this concentration is part of a larger initiative in the Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics (ACE) to restructure the department’s existing undergraduate program. Currently, there is a single BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics, and students in this program choose from one of nine concentrations: Agri-accounting; Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Finance in Agribusiness; Financial Planning; Policy, International Trade and Development; or Public Policy and Law. Companion action items seek establishment of BS degrees in Consumer Economics and Finance, Environmental and Resource Economics and Policy, Financial Planning, Food and Agribusiness Management, and Public Policy and Law. Companion report items seek establishment of the concentration in Agricultural and Applied Economics in the BS in ACE and elimination of the concentrations in Agribusiness, Markets and Management; Environmental Economics and Policy; Farm Management; Consumer Economics and Finance; Public Policy and Law; Financial Planning; and Policy, International Trade and Development. Ultimately, this restructuring will result in six bachelor’s degrees in the Department of ACE. The existing BS in Agricultural and Consumer Economics will remain available with students in this major able to choose a concentration in either Agri-accounting or Agricultural and Applied Economics. The Finance in Agribusiness concentration will be eliminated via phasedown, allowing any currently enrolled students to complete the program in which they are enrolled. It will be integrated into the proposed Food and Agribusiness Management major to reduce curricular overlap and create a more streamlined and marketable program. The new major will include agricultural finance-related courses to retain the content and career relevance of the original concentration.
Eliminate the Joint Bachelor of Science in Community Health and Master of Public Health in Epidemiology, College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College to eliminate the joint Bachelor of Science in Community Health and Master of Public Health in Epidemiology. The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College to eliminate the joint Bachelor of Science in Community Health and Master of Public Health in Public Health. This elimination is part of a larger initiative in the Department of Health and Kinesiology to revise the curriculum in Community/Public Health, eliminating programs in community health and replacing them with programs in public health. With the department’s proposal to eliminate the Bachelor of Science in Community Health and replace it with a Bachelor of Science in Public Health, which was approved by the Board of Trustees in March 2026 and currently pending IBHE review, the department needs to eliminate the joint bachelors-masters programs that incorporate the BS in Community Health. Upon IBHE’s review and approval of the new public health program, the department will propose a new joint program between the BS in Public Health and the MPH in Epidemiology. The program will be eliminated via phasedown so that any students currently enrolled in this joint program will be able to complete it.
Establish the Concentration in Risk Management and Insurance in the Bachelor of Science in Finance, College of Business Administration, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Business Administration, has approved the establishment of the concentration in Risk Management and Insurance in the Bachelor of Science in Finance. 
The Bachelor of Science in Finance currently has three optional concentrations in Corporate Finance, Financial Planning, and Investments and Capital Markets. This fourth concentration in Risk Management and Insurance responds to the size of the insurance industry, the importance of Chicago as a hub for many financial services firms, the strong interest of employers in supporting this concentration, and existing course offerings within the college. The concentration will require four courses, totaling 12 credit hours. Students apply their concentration coursework towards the 15 elective credit hours required of finance students. 
Establish the Minor in Inclusive Communication and Disability, College of Applied Health Sciences, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Applied Health Sciences, has approved the establishment of the minor in Inclusive Communication and Disability.
The minor has been developed for undergraduate students looking to pursue advanced study and careers in speech-language pathology. Students will complete a minimum of 19 credit hours (six courses in total). Since licensure in the field mandates the completion of a master’s degree, strong undergraduate preparation ensures that students will enter graduate programs with the necessary foundational knowledge, academic readiness, and applied experiences. 
There is increasing need for speech-language pathologists who come from diverse backgrounds, as well as a push in the field away from the traditional medical model of “diagnosis and treatment.” The minor will continue the goal of advancing education and career preparation through a disability studies lens as it focuses on inclusivity and communication.  
Revise the Pediatric Nurse Practitioner - Acute Care Concentration in the Doctor of Nursing Practice, College of Nursing, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Nursing, has approved the revision of the Pediatric Nurse Practitioner - Acute Care concentration in the Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP). 
The degree program includes three categories of courses: core courses taken by all students, Advanced Practice Registered Nurse core courses taken by students across specialty concentrations, and focus area courses specific to one specialty concentration. This proposal specifically revises the Pediatric Nurse Practitioner - acute care focus area courses by: (1) updating the three-course specialty management courses to create a sequential series that better emphasize acute care topics; (2) increasing supervised direct patient care clock hours from 675 to 765 hours across three practicum courses; and (3) strengthening coursework and improving the scaffolding of content throughout the curriculum. The total credit hours required to earn the degree with this concentration will be decreased from 81 to 74 as the result of this item and previously approved items to revise the degree’s core and Advanced Practice Registered Nurse coursework.
Revise the Concentration in Industrial Hygiene in the Master of Science in Environmental Health, School of Public Health and Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the School of Public Health and the Graduate College, has approved the revision of the concentration in Industrial Hygiene in the Master of Science in Environmental Health.
The curriculum is being updated to enhance content and alignment with current industry standards. These changes include: (1) the reorganization of course content to streamline content delivery across fewer classes, resulting in updates to credit hours for some required courses and the sunsetting of other required courses; (2) scheduling changes in relation to course frequency and semester offered; and (3) the inclusion of a selective course requirement and removal of the elective courses requirement. As a result of these changes, the total credit hours to earn the degree with this concentration will be reduced from 53 to 46. The concentration’s delivery will also be transitioned from on-campus to online, reducing enrollment and program completion barriers for students who are working full time, unable to relocate, or who are unable to attend traditional full-time, daytime, and in-person courses.
Revise the Concentration in Occupational Safety in the Master of Science in Environmental Health, School of Public Health and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the School of Public Health and the Graduate College, has approved the revision of the concentration in Occupational Safety in the Master of Science in Environmental Health.
The curriculum is being updated to enhance content and alignment with current industry standards. These changes include: (1) the reorganization of course content to streamline content delivery across fewer classes, resulting in updates to credit hours for some required courses and the sunsetting of other required courses; (2) scheduling changes in relation to course frequency and semester offered; and (3) the inclusion of a selective course requirement and removal of the elective courses requirement. As a result of these changes, the total credit hours to earn the degree with this concentration will be reduced from 52 to 46. The concentration’s delivery will also be transitioned from on-campus to online, reducing enrollment and program completion barriers for students who are working full time, unable to relocate, or who are unable to attend traditional full-time, daytime, and in-person courses.
Revise the Concentration in Biostatistics in the Master of Public Health, School of Public Health, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the School of Public Health, has approved the revision of the concentration in Biostatistics in the Master of Public Health (MPH). 
The concentration in Biostatistics is designed for health professionals who require competency in management, analysis, and interpretation of public health data. The proposed revisions are meant to address the evolving demands of the field, while streamlining the program, with the total credit hours required to earn the degree with the concentration decreasing from 46 to 42. Specifically, one required course in longitudinal data analysis will be eliminated. Students may continue to take this course as an elective if it aligns with their career goals, and they will continue to take a required introduction to data analysis with R (an open-source programming language and environment) course. Data analysis is also a part of other required courses including the design of clinical trials.  
Eliminate the Concentration in Industrial Hygiene in the Master of Public Health, School of Public Health, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the School of Public Health, has approved the elimination of the concentration in Industrial Hygiene in the Master of Public Health (MPH). 
Prior to Fall 2025, the Division of Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences (EOHS) in the School of Public Health offered the concentration in Industrial Hygiene (IH) within the MPH. The MS in Environmental Health was established in Fall 2025 through the renaming and reorganization of the concentration in EOHS within the MS in Public Health. The MS in Environmental Health can be earned with an optional concentration in IH. As a result, the concentration in IH will be eliminated within the MPH, and students pursuing master’s-level training in industrial hygiene will have to enroll in the MS in Environmental Health. 
Eliminate the Concentration in Occupational Safety in the Master of Public Health, School of Public Health, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the School of Public Health, has approved the elimination of the concentration in Occupational Safety in the Master of Public Health (MPH).
Prior to Fall 2025, the Division of Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences (EOHS) in the School of Public Health offered the concentration in Occupational Safety (OS) within the MPH. The MS in Environmental Health was established in Fall 2025 through the renaming and reorganization of the concentration in EOHS within the MS in Public Health. The MS in Environmental Health can be earned with an optional concentration in OS. As a result, the concentration in OS will be eliminated within the MPH, and students pursuing master’s-level training in occupational safety will have to enroll in the MS in Environmental Health. 
Establish the Minor in Health and Humanity,
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences to establish the minor in Health and Humanity.  
The proposed minor in Health and Humanity will provide students studying in health-related fields the opportunity to enhance their performance as practitioners through increased social awareness and empathy.  The interdisciplinary minor brings knowledge and skill sets from the humanities and other social sciences to the study of health, illness, and healthcare.  Coursework in the minor focuses on social dimensions and experiences of health, social identity and diversity, and cross-cultural learning and communication. The knowledge gained through the minor is intended to enhance students’ performance as practitioners in health-related fields, while the credential of the minor will enhance students’ applications for employment and to professional degree programs. 
The 15-hour minor will be offered in face-to-face, on-ground, and blended formats. Because it relies upon existing courses and faculty, no new courses, staffing, or funding are necessary to support the minor. 



