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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY:
SELECTION OF STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 2026-2027


University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

		The election for the student member of the University of Illinois Board of Trustees for 2026-2027 for the Urbana-Champaign university was held February 17-19, 2026. Ms. Gabi Stewart was the declared winner.
	The total number of votes cast for student trustee was 1807. There were three candidates and the final tally is listed below:
	Gabi Stewart		942 (Declared winner)
	Grayson Hodson		685
	Patrick Holt		180
	
Gabi Stewart is a rising junior from Gurnee, IL, majoring in political science with minors in business and advertising. She has served in several areas of student life, including as a student representative in Illinois Student Council, a student outreach coordinator in the Student Trustee Office, and a resident advisor. While she was a member of the Committee on Student Experience, the group addressed issues such as food insecurity and assisted unhoused individuals in the community through monthly dining dollar food drives to the ARC food pantry. They also administered a large-scale winter clothes drive and fleece knotted blanket making event. She looks forward to representing the Urbana student body as a student trustee. 


University of Illinois Chicago
	The election of the student member of the University of Illinois Board of Trustees for 2026-2027 for the Chicago university was held April 14-16, 2026. Ms. Wazeera Shekoni was the declared winner. 
	There were two candidates who ran for the student representative to the Board of Trustees from UIC. The total number of votes casts was 1949. The tally for the certified candidate is listed below. 
	Wazeera Shekoni	1066	(Declared winner) 
	Julian Brown	812
	No vote	71
 
Wazeera Shekoni is a rising sophomore from Romeoville, IL, double majoring in economics and French & Francophone Studies, with a minor in International Studies on the pre-law track. A graduate of Lockport Township High School, she previously served on the District 205 Board of Education as a student board member and member of the finance and facilities committee, representing over 4,000 students.
At UIC, she is a representative and deputy director of legislative affairs in Undergraduate Student Government, serves as event coordinator for Model United Nations, and writes for the corporate team of the Chicago Undergraduate Law Journal. As student trustee, she aims to amplify student voices and strengthen the connection between students and university leadership.



University of Illinois Springfield

The 2026-2027 Student Government Association (SGA) election, which included the election for the student representative of the University of Illinois Board of Trustees from the University of Illinois Springfield (UIS), was held on April 20 and 21, 2026. Ms. Minnah Saleh was the declared winner.
There was only one candidate who ran for the student representative to the Board of Trustees from UIS. The total number of votes cast for student trustee was 136.  The final tally is listed below:
Minnah Saleh	104
No Vote		32

	Minnah Saleh is a rising junior from Springfield, IL, majoring in biology and psychology on the pre-medical track. She has served as records keeper for the Student Organization Funding Association (SOFA) and as a senator-at-large for the Student Government Association (SGA). In the coming year, she will assume multiple leadership roles, including president of the Research Society, president of the American Red Cross Society, and pre‑medical chief officer of the Pre‑Health Society. Through her involvement in various activities, she has gained broad insight into the UIS community. She hopes to strengthen communication between students and university leadership. She looks forward to representing the University of Illinois Springfield and contributing to a more inclusive and student-centered system.

