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	Board Meeting
	May 22, 2025


APPOINT MEMBERS TO THE ATHLETIC BOARD, URBANA


Action:	Appoint Members to the Athletic Board

Funding:	No funding required


The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, recommends approval of Professor Caitlin Clarke (AHS), Professor Steven Hall (MEDIA), Ms. Brooke Covas (student), Ms. Ashley Oliver (student), Ms. Cari Bohm (student-athlete), and Mr. Doug Litteken (alumnus) for appointment to the Athletic Board of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. Biographical sketches for the nominees are below.
The Athletic Board is a committee of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate and serves in an advisory capacity related to the academic, administrative, educational, and other aspects of the intercollegiate athletics program at the Urbana-Champaign university. 
[bookmark: _Hlk137653957]The board consists of 19 members: two faculty representatives to the Big Ten; seven other faculty members; four alumni of the Urbana-Champaign university; three students; and three ex officio members without a vote: a designee of the chancellor, the University comptroller or designee, and the athletic director. A slate of faculty nominees is provided to the chancellor by the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate. The slate of student nominees is provided to the chancellor by the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate and the Student Athletic Advisory Board to fill one student position each. The slate of alumni is provided by a subcommittee of the University of Illinois Alumni Association. The chancellor reviews the lists of nominees and forwards recommendations to the president of the University of Illinois System for action by the Board of Trustees.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.


Caitlin Clarke (assistant teaching professor, AHS)
Dr. Caitlin Clarke currently serves on the Athletic Board and as the Chair of the Academic Progress and Eligibility Committee (APEC). Dr. Clarke has been a member of the Athletic Board since Fall 2021 and APEC Chair since Academic Year 2022-2023. She worked hard to foster a collaborative relationship with the Division of Intercollegiate Athletics (DIA) staff to ensure student-athletes meet academic standards expected of the University while also supporting DIA staff in navigating the unique needs of student-sthletes. This appointment aligns with her research focused on physical activity and mental health, specifically related to collegiate athletes. Dr. Clarke also co-chairs the Humanities Research Institute (HRI) Interdisciplinary Sport Studies research cluster. 

Steven Hall (senior lecturer, MEDIA)
Mr. Steven Hall, senior lecturer in the Charles H. Sandage Department of Advertising, has extensive experience regarding athletics as current Athletic Board chair, Public Affairs Committee chair, and Student Services Committee member. His senate membership includes Senate Executive Committee, Public Engagement Committee, and Admissions Committee. A commitment to teaching, service, leadership, and industry impact are evidenced by his University of Illinois Campus Excellence in Teaching Award; UI Charles H. Sandage Faculty Teaching Excellence Award and American Advertising Federation’s National Distinguished Advertising Educator Award, Barton Cummings Gold Medal Service Award, and National Mosaic Award for contributions to diversity and multiculturalism. Professor Hall’s UI and professional affiliations relevant to student athletes include the Teaching Advancement Board, Career Services Council chair, Illinois Leadership Center, Student Conduct Subcommittee, AAF National Education Executive Committee, and National Advertising Review Board chair. Mr. Hall is an alumnus of Gies College of Business, College of Media, and lifelong Illini varsity athletics supporter who loves both orange and blue.

Brooke Covas (student, ACES)
Ms. Brooke Covas’ background in sports nutrition, research, and leadership positions her as a valuable asset to the Athletic Board. She bridges the gap between athletics and nutrition, working directly with UIUC’s sports teams to optimize performance, recovery, and overall well-being. She understands the physical and academic demands placed on athletes and actively contributes to their success through fueling strategies, education, and performance optimization. Beyond direct involvement, Ms. Covas played an integral role in expanding Illini Barbell to over 300 members, creating an inclusive community supporting athletes of all backgrounds. This experience gave her firsthand knowledge of critical skills for advancing Illinois athletics. Additionally, her research in multiple laboratories enhances her ability to assess policies and advocate for student-athlete welfare initiatives. Ms. Covas’ dedication to making a lasting impact in the athletic world sets her apart. She is committed to improving student-athlete experience, by advocating for policies and initiatives that support their overall well-being. 

Ashley Oliver (student, ENGR)
Ms. Ashley Oliver is a junior bioengineering student on the varsity women’s track and field team that won the Big Ten Indoor Championship in 2024. As an African-American woman, she is very aware of the experiences of minority student-athletes at this university. She is interested in this opportunity because there are discrepancies within the athletics department that she wants to be able to address. In addition, she wants to amplify the voices of female student-athletes in decision-making processes. She currently serves as an executive board member on the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee and is a member of the National Society of Black Engineers.

Cari Bohm (student, volleyball)
Cari Bohm is a native of Ann Arbor, Michigan. She will be a junior in 2025-26 and is double majoring in marketing and management in the Gies College of Business with a 3.91 cumulative GPA. Ms. Bohm has been on the Dean’s List for Fall 2024, Fall 2023, and Spring 2023. She was a Fall 2023 Academic All-Big Ten athlete and is a member of the 2024 College Sports Communicators Academic All-District Team. She represented Illinois at the 2024 Athlete Activism Summit. Ms. Bohm is a leader of Illini Allies affinity group and a Student Athlete Advisory Committee representative.

Doug Litteken (’11 ENGR, MS ’16 ENGR)
Doug Litteken is a 2011 and 2016 graduate of Illinois (BS and MS in Mechanical Engineering) and current engineering leader at NASA. As a student, he was an avid fan of athletics, enjoying football season tickets, basketball games, and numerous outings to volleyball, baseball, and soccer events. After graduation he lived in Houston and became involved in the Houston Illini Club as a member, then Director of Activities, and later leading the group as president. His work with the club included organizing volunteer events, game-watch events, the annual club scholarship, and meet-and-greets with visiting Illini, including astronaut Mike Hopkins, Coach Lovie Smith, and Chancellor Robert Jones. He moved back to Champaign in 2021, continues to work remotely for NASA, and enjoys being back in town and participating in the game day experiences.


