2

Approved by the Board of Trustees

May 22, 2025

23
Board Meeting

May 22, 2025
ESTABLISH THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE AND PHILOSOPHY, COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES, CHICAGO
Action:
Establish the Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and Philosophy, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Funding:
No new funding required
The chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Chicago Senate and the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, recommends the establishment of the Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and Philosophy.


The proposed BS in Computer Science and Philosophy builds on an already established model that combines a set core of Computer Science (CS) courses and a selection of courses from a discipline within the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (LAS). This CS + LAS model is designed to facilitate the creation of undergraduate degree programs that will prepare students to pursue technical or professional careers in arts and sciences areas that nonetheless require a sound grounding in computer science. 
As such, the BS in Computer Science and Philosophy supplements computer science training with a better understanding of the foundations of computing and an exposure to ethical frameworks that will prepare students to analyze and address ethical issues arising out of computing technology. As computational technology becomes more important to the economy as a whole, there is a growing demand for those who have a solid background in computer science, alongside a deeper understanding of the logical and computational foundations on which those techniques are built and strong analytical and writing skills, all of which are emphasized in philosophy courses. In addition to these intellectual connections between philosophy and computer science, the combination of the two fields will equip students to move beyond positions focused solely on coding and to succeed in technical leadership and management positions. Moreover, graduates of this program will be particularly well-equipped to analyze and address social and ethical issues related to Artificial Intelligence (AI) and privacy concerns, which will only become more critical as technology continues to evolve.
As with all CS+LAS degrees, the BS in Computer Science and Philosophy combines 24 credit hours of coursework in an LAS discipline with three foundational courses in mathematics/statistics and a core of five CS courses. Additionally, the curriculum includes two CS courses specific to the BS in Computer Science and Philosophy and three additional CS selective courses. In total, students are required to take 11 credit hours in mathematics and statistics and 31 to 32 credit hours in CS coursework. Additionally, students will complete 24 credit hours of coursework in Philosophy (PHIL), beginning with a 100-level PHIL course. This course selection will introduce students to college-level philosophy topics beyond logic, with course options touching on questions of ethics, morality, art, and identity. Students will also be expected to take a 100-level course in biomedical ethics that satisfies a general education requirement and to complete a core of four courses. The first, in symbolic logic, uses tools from logic and mathematics to study knowledge and reasoning, decision theory, and the philosophy of machine learning. The remaining three courses focus on the three pillars of the degree: the philosophical foundations of computing; the ethics of computing, and developing associated technologies, such as AI; and analytical reasoning and writing. The degree requires 120 credit hours in total. 
The University of Illinois Chicago’s (UIC) budget allocation process provides funding based on the tuition revenue generated by programs. No additional investment of funds beyond tuition revenue will be required. The proposed degree will not require new resources, will be covered by making full use of existing teaching resources, and will be housed in the Department of Philosophy. The implementation of the program will not require any new staff, as advising will be provided by the existing advisor for the philosophy major and the department’s director of undergraduate studies.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material 

respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The 

General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of 

Trustees policies and directives. 
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs
concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.

The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.

This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.

