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	Board Meeting	May 22, 2025
 
 
ROLL CALL

APPROVE PROJECT BUDGET FOR LIBRARY COMMONS, SPRINGFIELD 
(Capital Development Board Project)
 
 
Action: 	Approve Project Budget for Library Commons 

Funding: 	State Capital Appropriations
	
 
	 In March 2020, the State released $3.5 million in initial funding for the Library Commons project. In September 2021, the Board of Trustees approved the new facility's design, after which the remaining $31.5 million in state funding was released to the Capital Development Board (CDB), bringing the total approved project budget to $35.0 million. During the design phase, cost escalations resulting from post-pandemic inflation and supply chain issues necessitated an increase to the project budget of $3.5 million. Funding was received via state appropriations for capital renewal and the Board approved a revised project budget of $38.5 million in 2023. 
	Following the completion of the design phase, initial construction bids exceeded the approved, updated budget. In response, the project was redesigned to reduce the building’s footprint from 67,500 gross square feet to 51,981 gross square feet. Bids on the revised scope have since been received. However, additional funding is required to move forward. The State has released an additional $4.1 million to cover the cost difference, bringing the total project budget to $42.6 million.
	The new Library Commons will be located at the southeast corner of the campus quadrangle, in alignment with the Campus Master Plan. The facility will house the Library, Center for Academic Success and Advising, Career Development Center, Information Technology Services, experiential teaching and learning labs, a 200-seat flexible, multi-use classroom, as well as teaming, collaboration, meeting, and quiet study spaces. The project is designed to achieve LEED Gold certification, supporting the university’s sustainability goals.
	The chancellor, University of Illinois Springfield, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the concurrence of the appropriate administrative officers, recommends approval of an increase in the budget for this project by $4.1 million to $42.6 million. 
The Board action recommended in this item complies with all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and the Board of Trustees policies and directives.
Funds for this project are available from State of Illinois capital appropriations.
The president of the University of Illinois System concurs. 
