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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: 
SELECTION OF STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 2013-2014 
 
 
Urbana-Champaign Campus 
 

The election was held on March 5-6, 2013.  Mr. Michael Cunningham was 

elected. 

The total number of votes cast for student trustee was 8,079.  The tally for 

each certified candidate and the top write-in candidates are listed below: 

Michael Cunningham     2345 
Brian Siegel    2176 
Ryan Gleason  1259 
Carey Ash**    940 
Ladarius Dupree    762 
Shao Guo    597 

  

Additional write-in candidates received a total of 442 votes. 

Mr. Cunningham of River Grove, Illinois, is a junior double majoring in 

Economics and Political Science.  Mr. Cunningham is the current President of the Pi 

Kappa Alpha Fraternity and is also a member of the Phi Gamma Nu Professional 

Business Fraternity.  

The past two summers, Mr. Cunningham has interned for 9th District Cook 

County Commissioner Peter N. Silvestri where he worked on the county agenda and 
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developed and passed the new 2012 district map for the county commissioners.  This 

summer, he plans to intern for a middle market investment bank in Chicago.  

**Mr. Ash received 940 votes as a write-in candidate. 

Chicago Campus 

The election for the Student Member of the University of Illinois Board of 

Trustees for 2013-2014 from the Chicago campus was held on March 12-13, 2013.  Ms. 

Danielle Leibowitz was the declared winner.  

The total number of ballots cast for a student trustee on the Chicago 

campus was 1172.  Ms. Leibowitz faced one other candidate in the election.  The tally 

was:  

Danielle Leibowitz   619 
Ponnu Padiyara  519 

 

Ms. Leibowitz of Chicago, Illinois, is currently a sophomore in the Teacher 

of Mathematics program in the College of Education and is a member of the Honors 

College.  Her past leadership experiences include various leadership positions with 

Undergraduate Student Government including: committee chair for the University and 

Governmental Relations Committee; committee member for the UIC Senate; member of  

the Internal Review Committee for Student Support Programs; and member of the  

Advising in Transition Committee for the Student Success Task Force.  Ms. Leibowitz 

has also been recognized as the recipient of the Chancellor’s Student Service and 

Leadership Awards.  Ms. Leibowitz will be featured in the upcoming LAS View Book. 
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Springfield Campus 

The 2013-2014 Student Government Association election, which included 

the election for the student representative of the University of Illinois Board of Trustees 

for 2013-2014 from the Springfield campus, was held on April 17-18, 2013.  Mr. Jamaal 

Hollins was the declared winner.  

The total number of votes cast for student trustee was 449.  The tally for 

each certified candidate is listed below: 

Jamaal Hollins  274 
Riley Quinlan  143 
Wayne Williams  12 
No Vote   20 
 

Mr. Hollins of Flossmoor, Illinois, is currently a junior majoring in 

Computer Science. His past leadership experiences include serving as a member of the 

Leadership for Life service group, Treasurer of the Student Organization Funding 

Association and Treasurer of the Student Government Association (SGA). As SGA 

Treasurer, Jamaal led initiatives such as the “99 Problems and You Can Fix One” 

campaign and the STARewards program.  He served as a member of UIS Campus 

Senate, as an undergraduate student representative to the Academic Integrity Council, 

and as a member of the search committee for the Associate Director of Student Life 

position.  He is also captain of the UIS Squash Team. 




