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APPOINT PROFESSORS TO THE 
CENTER FOR ADVANCED STUDY, URBANA

Action:	Appoint Professors to the Center for Advanced Study, Urbana

Funding:	State Appropriated Funds

		The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the recommendation of the provost and executive vice chancellor for academic affairs in consultation with the professors in the Center for Advanced Study, recommends Lisa Ainsworth, Scott Denmark, Jodi Flaws, Peter Fritzsche, Bill Gropp, Helen Neville, and Brent Roberts for appointment as professors[footnoteRef:1] in the Center for Advanced Study. Brief descriptions of their current research are provided below.  [1: Professors in the Center for Advanced Study (center) are permanent members of the center community, chosen for their outstanding scholarship. Appointment to a professorship in the center is one of the highest academic recognitions that the university can bestow upon a member of its faculty. Center professors continue to serve as full members of their home department. Concurrently, the professors in the center are: May R. Berenbaum, Antoinette Burton, Leon Dash, Sharon Donovan, Eduardo Fradkin, Martha U. Gillette, Bruce Hajek, Stephen Long, Michael S. Moore, Harriet Murav, Catherine Murphy, Cynthia Oliver, Donald Ort, Tere O’Connor, Gene E. Robinson, Nancy Sottos, and Jonathan Sweedler. ] 

LISA AINSWORTH, plant biology
The focus of Professor Ainsworth’s research is to understand and integrate the genetic, molecular, biochemical, and physiological responses of plants to global change. This fundamental understanding is critical for identifying targets for breeding and biotechnology that may be exploited to maximize crop yields and plant productivity in the coming decades.

SCOTT DENMARK, Chemistry
	Professor Denmark’s research is primarily involved with the invention of new synthetic reactions, on the origin of stereocontrol in fundamental carbon-carbon and carbon-heteroatom bond forming reactions, and in the application of these developments to the synthesis of complex molecular structures.

JODI FLAWS, Comparative Biosciences
Professor Flaws and her research group focus on determining the environmental factors that affect the female reproductive system.

PETER FRITZSCHE, History
Professor Fritzsche is a historian of modern Europe, in particular, Germany in the first half of the 20th century. He is the author of more than 10 scholarly books. His most recent work looks at a global history of the year 1942.

BILL GROPP, Computer Science
Professor Gropp focuses on the development of numerical algorithms for partial differential equations, and the development of programming models and systems for expressing and implementing highly scalable applications.

HELEN NEVILLE, Educational Psychology
Professor Neville’s current research interests center on two interrelated areas of Black racial ideology: Black racial identity and color-blind racial ideology.

BRENT ROBERTS, Psychology
Professor Roberts’s research focuses on continuity and change in personality traits across adulthood, the life experiences associated with changes in personality traits over time, and whether personality traits can be changed through intervention.

The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
	The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs.
	The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.
