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		Board Meeting
		November 17, 2022


AWARD HONORARY DEGREES, URBANA


Action:	Award Honorary Degrees

Funding:	No New Funding Required


	The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has nominated the following individuals for conferral of honorary degree awards at the Commencement exercises in May 2023.  The Chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and Vice President, University of Illinois System recommends approval of these nominations. 

Louis Liay, Former Executive Director, University of Illinois Alumni Association – the honorary degree award of Doctor of Humane Letters

Lou Liay is already an alumnus of the University of Illinois, yet his unique contributions to the field of alumni relations, particularly at Illinois, are worthy of elevated recognition.  As the executive director of the University of Illinois Alumni Association (UIAA) from 1983 to 1998, Lou played a significant role in redefining the alumni relations profession in the U.S., working with Big Ten colleagues to professionalize every aspect of their alumni associations.  During his tenure at UIAA, he turned the organization into a gold standard for other alumni associations.

Lou exemplifies what it means to be an Illini, as he has been an ambassador for the University of Illinois from his days as a student until today.  He is known by countless graduates for being the face of the Alumni Association.  Lou continues to work with multiple constituent groups, building the Illinois brand and engaging with alumni both near and far.  He exercises his passion for connecting with people and continues enriching Alumni Association programs with his unique brand of engagement.

Ares Rosakis, Theodore Von Karman Professor of Aeronautics and Mechanical Engineering, Division of Engineering and Applied Science, California Institute of Technology – the honorary degree award of Doctor of Engineering

Ares Rosakis has an outstanding record in research, service, leadership, and mentorship.  He has been recognized for his pioneering contributions in the areas of experimental fracture mechanics, aerospace engineering, material failure, and earthquake mechanics.

In addition to his involvement in various Caltech and international educational efforts at all levels, Rosakis also prides himself on the impact he has had on international academia and technology through his teaching of almost 40 generations of students at both the undergraduate and graduate levels.  Many of his former students are now faculty members at distinguished universities, including UIUC.  In particular, he is very proud of his 44 former Ph.D. students and the 17 postdocs he has mentored who currently teach or do research worldwide.

Professor Rosakis’ research career has focused on solid mechanics, dynamic mechanical properties, ballistic impact, hypervelocity impact of micrometeorites on spacecraft, dynamic fracture and fragmentation, adiabatic shear banding, mechanics of metallic glasses, mechanics of thin films, mechanics of geological materials, restoration of ancient stone monuments, earthquake fault mechanics, induced seismicity.  His work has merited numerous national and international prestigious honors and awards, including the 2018 Timoshenko Medal, the highest honor endowed by ASME in the field of applied mechanics.

Professor Rosakis was the first to show experimentally that dynamic cracks can propagate intersonically.  This discovery was published in Science in 1999 and opened new fields in experimental fracture mechanics as well as seismology.  He also invented a new full-field optical imaging technique called “Coherent Gradient Sensor” that led to pioneering investigations in the study of reliability of thin film structures and thin film problems.  Work based on this technique, as well as other imaging methodologies, he pioneered has led to 13 U.S. patents.

	The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
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	The President of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.
