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		Board Meeting 
 		September 17, 2026
 
 
ROLL CALL

APPROVE PROJECT AND DESIGN FOR CARL R. WOESE INSTITUTE FOR GENOMIC BIOLOGY ADVANCED MICROSCOPY & DIAGNOSTICS FACILITY, URBANA


Action: 	Approve Project and Design for Carl R. Woese Institute for Genomic Biology Advanced Microscopy & Diagnostics Facility
 
Funding: 	Federal Grant Funds and Institutional Funds Operating Budget


[bookmark: _Hlk210137033]	The Carl R. Woese Institute for Genomic Biology (IGB), an interdisciplinary research institute at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, proposes to expand its Microscopy Core Facilities to establish a Sub-Cellular Imaging Center with the aim of providing in-person and remote access to advanced instrumentation. By doing so, IGB will address emerging research topics that require super resolution imaging, spatial omics, and volumetric electron microscopy coupled with enhancements in image segmentation using artificial intelligence. The limited remodeling and expansion will serve various campus research groups, including the Cancer Center at Illinois, and several external research collaborators. It also will serve groups underrepresented in science, as the building addition will leverage existing partnerships with 10 Minority-Serving-Institutions (MSIs) to expand microscopy training and remote access to students and research groups within these institutions.
	The project involves expansion of the existing IGB facility on the northwest side of the building, adjacent to a primary east‑west pedestrian and bicycle corridor, while respecting site considerations related to the Morrow Plots and the University of Illinois Observatory. A Site Selection Waiver was approved on May 15, 2026. The proposed facility will include approximately 4,000 gross square feet of below‑grade expansion and a concourse‑level connection to the existing building. The space will accommodate vibration‑sensitive microscopy laboratories, wet laboratories, diagnostic laboratories, and associated support spaces, including quiet rooms and utility infrastructure. The design also strengthens campus connectivity by restoring the existing plaza, maintaining circulation pathways, and preserving seating and gathering spaces with full accessibility. 
		The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign is requesting project approval with a preliminary estimated $8.1 million project budget. Accordingly, the chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the concurrence of the appropriate administrative officers, recommends project approval.
Approval of the design is also required for the project to proceed. The design complies with university standards, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and all applicable State and federal requirements. 
Accordingly, the chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the concurrence of the appropriate administrative officers, recommends design approval.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
 Funds for this project are available from federal grant funds and the institutional funds operating budget of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. 
	The president of the University of Illinois System concurs. 
