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	Board Meeting
	September 17, 2026


ROLL CALL

APPROVE PROJECT BUDGET FOR 
DRUG DISCOVERY AND CANCER RESEARCH PAVILION, CHICAGO
(Capital Development Board Project)


Action: 	Approve Project Budget for Drug Discovery and Cancer Research Pavilion 

Funding: 	State Capital Appropriations, Institutional Funds Operating Budget, and Gift Funds 


The Drug Discovery and Cancer Research Pavilion (DDCRP) will be a new 188,055-gross-square-foot building connected by a two-story bridge to the College of Pharmacy Building. It will include wet labs, offices, a vivarium, and support spaces for the Herbert M. and Carol H. Retzky College of Pharmacy, UI Cancer Center, and College of Liberal Arts and Sciences’ Department of Chemistry. The project will be bound by West Polk Street to the north, the College of Pharmacy Building and Administrative Office Building to the west, the University of Illinois Hospital to the south, and the Chicago Transit Authority Pink Line to the east. The On the Mall dining facility along Polk Street will be demolished to make way for the new DDCRP and Plaza.
In September 2025, the Capital Development Board (CDB) engaged with Holabird and Root to produce bridging documents that establish the requirements for the project. These were completed in March 2026. In April 2026, the CDB issued a Request for Proposal for design-build firms and is currently in the design-build firm procurement phase.
For the project to proceed, the chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the concurrence of the appropriate administrative officers, recommends the DDCRP project be approved with a preliminary estimated budget of $232.0 million.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
 Funds for this project are available from State of Illinois capital appropriations, the institutional funds operating budget of the University of Illinois Chicago, and gift funds.
The president of the University of Illinois System concurs.
