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University Senates Conference:

Coordinators of the work of the university senates

Advice on revisions to Statutes and General Rules

Advisory group to President and Board (through President)



Some Issues Facing UI System Faculty
• The University of Illinois as “the Public’s University”: changing meanings

• Teaching and Preparing a Labor Force

• New Partnerships

• Shifting Forms of Shared Governance



1 .  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s  a s  “ t h e  
P u b l i c ’ s  U n i v e r s i t y ”

( 1 8 6 7 / 2 0 1 8 / 2 0 3 8 )

“As The Public’s University, we are committed to serving the people and 
industries across Illinois.”

--University of Illinois Strategic Framework, Pillar III

Access to higher education and to academic success

Original land grant mission  and commitment to the public in the 21st

century   



2 .  T E A C H I N G ,  R E S E A R C H ,  A N D  
P R E P A R I N G  A  L A B O R  F O R C E

Education as life preparation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Education as job training

Preparing informed, literate citizens . . . . . . . . . . . . . Forming entrepreneurs

Nurturing cultural appreciation and creativity. . . . . . . . . . .  Teaching practical skills

Developing understanding of others . . . . . . . . . . Emphasizing analytical skills

Implications  for curricular design, recruitment, and funding models



3 .  N E W  P A R T N E R S H I P S

How do changing funding models affect our academic enterprise? 

Opportunities for productive and creative collaboration

but 

Protection of institutional neutrality and of our core missions



4 . S H A R E D  G O V E R N A N C E :

I t ’ s  a b o u t
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

“. . .faculty, board members, and administrators actively engage to share responsibility for 
identifying and pursuing an aligned set of mission-driven sustainable outcomes and 
priorities” – Steve Bahl, AGB Blog, Dec. 21, 2015

”a college or university in which all the components are aware of their interdependence, of 

the usefulness of communication among themselves, and of the force of joint action will 

enjoy increased capacity to solve educational problems.” – AAUP Joint Statement on Shared 

Governance, 1966



Senates Conference Members, 2018-19

* = Executive Committee Member

James R. Brennan (UIUC, History)
Nicholas C. Burbules (UIUC, Educational Policy, 

Organization, & Leadership)
John M. Dallesasse (Electrical and Computer 

Engineering)
*Benet DeBerry-Spence (UIC, Managerial Studies)
*Sandra De Groote (Vice-Chair; UIC, Scholarly 

Communications Librarian)
Danilo Erricolo (UIC, Electrical and Computer 

Engineering)
Bettina Francis (UIUC, Entomology)
Harley T. Johnson (UIUC, Mechanical Sciences and 

Engineering)
Prasanta Kumar Kalita (UIUC, Agricultural and 

Biological Engineering)
*Ranjan Karri (UIS, Management)

William C. Kling (UIC, Health Policy and 
Administration)

Xiaoqing Li (UIS, Management Information 
Systems)

*William J. Maher (UIUC, University Archives)
Gay Y. Miller (UIUC, Pathobiology/Veterinary 

Medicine)
Aria Razfar (UIC, Curriculum and Instruction)
Christopher Span (UIUC, Educational Policy, 

Organization, & Leadership)
*Joyce Tolliver (Chair; UIUC, Translation 

Studies/Spanish & Portuguese)
Catherine Vincent (UIC, College of Nursing)
*Magic Wade (UIS, Political Science)



Questions?

Thank you!

usc.uill inois.edu
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