MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AS A COMMI'MEE OF THE WHOLE

January 19,1977

A meeting of The Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois as a Committee of the Whole was held in the General Lounge, Illini Union, Urbana, Illinois, on Wednesday, January 19, 1977, beginning at 9:30 a.m.
President Earl L. Neal called the meeting to order. The following
members of the Board were present: Mr. William D. Forsyth, Jr., Mr.
Ralph C. Hahn, Mr. George W. Howard 111, Mr. Robert J. Lenz,
Mr. Park Livingston, Mr. Earl Langdon Neal, Mrs. Jane Hayes Rader,
Mrs. Nina T. Shepherd. Governor James R. Thompson and Mr. Arthur R.
Velasquez were absent. The following nonvoting student trustees were
present: Mr. Robert K. Conlon, Medical Center campus; Mr. David G.
Matthew, Chicago Circle campus; Mr. Keith A. Volgman, UrbanaChampaign campus.
Also present were President John E. Corbally; Dr. Eldon L. Johnson,
Vice President for Academic Affairs; Chancellor Joseph S. Begando,
Medical Center campus; Chancellor J. W. Peltason, Urbana-Champaign
campus; Chancellor Donald H. Riddle, Chicago Circle campus; Mr. J.
Frederick Green, University Director for Capital Programs; and the
&cers of the Board, Dr. Ronald W. Brady, Comptroller (also Vice
President for Administration for the University) ; Mr. James J. Costello,
University Counsel; Mr. R. R. Manchester, Treasurer; and Dr. Earl W.
Porter, Secretary.
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Mr. Neal announced that the meeting had been called to provide an
opportunity for extended discussion of possible tuition increases and that
President Corbally had indicated that he would be presenting recommendations for such increases at the February 1977 meeting of the Board.
At President Corbally’s suggestion, Dr. Brady presented factual data with
regard to the tuition question. (The presentation w a s based upon a compilation, “Some Questions and Answers Concerning Tuition and Financial
Aid,” sent to the Trustees a week before the meeting. A copy of the document is filed with the Secretary of the Board for the record.) The exposition and statistical information presented concerned historical trends in
tuition charges at the University of Illinois and in charges for housing
and fees and comparisons of these data with those from the public universities within the Big Ten group of midwest institutions. The document
also provided an analysis of tuition and charges governed by alternative
policies and detail concerning student financial aid available through the
University and other funds, inchding federal support and the Illinois
State Scholarship Commission.
In the course of the discussion, the Trustees sought to inform themselves on the significance of the data presented, with particular reference
to the role of the Illinois State Scholarship Commission and other financial
assistance in meeting any gap between increased charges and student need.
President Corbally said that, although the administrative officers had
not decided upon a specific recommendation at this point, it would be
his expectation that the recommendations to be presented to the Board
in February would not differ significantly from those approved by the
Board of Higher Education at its January meeting. He stated, however,
that differential tuition schedules for graduate/professional students (as
recommended by the Board of Higher Education) were under review;
he did not know at this point what the administrative recommendation
would be on that matter. Moreover, he anticipated that, by the February
meeting, the Governor would make clear his view of the Board of Higher
Education recommendations on the operating budgets for 1978.
Mr. Lenz raised the question of the desirability of establishing a
“floating” tuition policy; i.e., a long-range policy by which tuition would
be linked with the cost of living, the level of state appropriations to the
University, or some other changing economic factor. He noted that such
a formula approach might avoid the problems of accumulated “deficits”
in tuition income, the present situation. Moreover, such policy might
eliminate the need to deal with the tuition question sporadically and in
emergency situations, ensuring that increases in tuition would be known,
at least predicted, in advance. President Corbally expressed support for
this general procedure, and it was agreed that, in addition to the specific
recommendations for 1978 to be presented in ‘February, long-range policy

19771

177

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

alternatives also would be prepared for discussion, possibly for future
action.
There being no further business, the committee adjourned.
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Secretary
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President

